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About the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio

Investing in Appalachian Ohio’s youngest leaders

As a regional community foundation, FAO works with donors 
whose generosity fuels the work of doers who give their 
time and talent to ensure the people and communities of 
Appalachian Ohio flourish. 

Because we understand that local philanthropy is vital to 
community well-being, we partner with 14 geographic 
affiliate foundations and the regionwide African American 
Community Fund, all led by local visionaries who are growing 
philanthropic resources.

From our very beginning, FAO, our supporters and our partners 
recognized that one of the most powerful ways to create 
flourishing communities is to encourage the children of 
Appalachia – our next generation of community builders – to 
believe in their potential and to empower them to succeed. 
We believe everyone, of every age, has a gift that matters 
to the future of Appalachian Ohio, whether a financial 
investment, an innovative idea or a commitment to serve.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, FAO is partnering with our affiliate foundations to 
fund projects led by youth under age 18 that benefit their neighbors, their schools and/or 
their communities. As we invest in the good work our young people are doing today, we 
will help build their resiliency while inspiring them to embrace roles as changemakers 
committed to creating strong, vibrant communities they – and future children of 
Appalachian Ohio – want to call home. 

OUR MISSION

OUR IMPACT

OUR VISION

We seek to unleash 
the potential within 
Appalachian Ohio 
by growing and 
leveraging gifts that 
advance sustained 
transformation.

Appalachian Ohio is 
abundant in possibility 
for all who call our 
region home, today 
and in perpetuity.

1,550+ grants, 
scholarships and 
fellowships totaling 
$9.5 million 
awarded in 2023

700+ donor-
established funds

$122 million in 
charitable assets

“A gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia 
Fund has allowed us to help children 
access opportunities they might not 
otherwise have had, and help children 
have positive experiences and 
develop a more positive self-image.”
 – Tom Hodson

Through the IRA charitable rollover, Jan and Tom Hodson are 
supporting our region’s greatest needs and opportunities. 
Learn more at www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report

Stay tuned: I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund initiatives 
underway or coming soon

Vision: For the citizens of Appalachian Ohio to live 
in a region abundant with possibilities.Mission: To create opportunities for Appalachian 

Ohio’s citizens and communities by 
inspiring and supporting philanthropy.

Our impact in 2019

Since 2010, FAO has awarded more than 2,850 scholarships. 
Every recipient has a story. Here’s one.

I’m A Child of Appalachia Fund donor spotlight

SCHOLARSHIPS

GRANTS

$516,429 awarded through 
592 scholarships.

Our partnership with First Book 
matches educators with books for 
the children they serve. Here’s some 
of what we’ve made possible:

34,000 students with greater 
access to high-quality classroom 
supplies, books, and other resources

1,010 books distributed through five 
summer meal sites to support children 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

300 social-emotional learning book kits 
distributed to educators working with 
students who have experienced trauma

Opening doors of opportunity for the Children of Appalachia

I’m a Child of Appalachia® 
Fund project spotlight

$420,000
awarded through 
emergency response 
partnerships and grants

151
nonprofits received support 
from our Emergency 
Response Fund to connect 
people with food, cleaning 
supplies, personal protective 
equipment, telehealth, 
childcare, and much more.

With COVID-19 as an 
opportunity to act 
on the digital divide 

in Appalachian Ohio, here’s 
what we’ve accomplished 
so far through I’m a Child of 
Appalachia Fund partnerships:

Our emergency response to COVID-19

Terry and Susie Conner sought to honor 
their beloved teacher, Lee Beckett. They 
established the Lee Beckett Legacy 
Scholarship Fund to support graduates of 
the district where Lee first inspired them, now 
Nelsonville-York.

2013 scholarship recipient, Alicia Carter, 
recently returned to Nelsonville-York as an 
educator to continue Lee’s legacy of inspiring 
students. Read more at: 
www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report.

14 WIFI access points to schools 
and community organizations 
(with more to come!)

390 hotspots to libraries

1 investment in broadband 
research and advocacy

FUNDS

 49
new funds 
were created

The Ohio Legislature invested in FAO to match donor investments.

The African American Community Fund was 
founded by and for the Black community as one 
way to create opportunities for African Americans 
in Appalachian Ohio.

 12,400 
donors gave and had 
their gifts matched

 $5.6 million 
was raised to match the 
State’s investment

61
nonprofits grew 
endowments

 12 
communities grew 
grantmaking funds, 
including the new 
Highland County 
Community Fund

The Joe Burrow Hunger Relief Fund was created to 
support the Athens County Food Pantry, building 
upon the generosity Joe Burrow inspired during his 
Heisman speech.

The Meigs County Community Fund matched 
$300,000 in new gifts – meaning $24,000 more in 
grants each and every year for Meigs County!

Three examples of what the match made possible:From July 2019 through June 2020:

$1.54 million 
awarded through 

289 grants 
across our Pillars 

of Prosperity

Arts & Culture:  $78,805

Community & Economic 
Development:  $258,246

Environmental 
Stewardship:  $40,128

Health & Human 
Services:  $317,583

Education:  $352,454 

and $496,584 in iBelieve 
programming support!

500 FAO funds advanced 
their charitable goals.

Youth resiliency: 
Ensuring youth are 
resilient, supported, 
and encouraged

Vision: Helping students 
succeed in the classroom 
and beyond through 
glasses and vision care

Environmental stewardship: 
Grant awards to help 
people access nature

Youth-led prevention: 
Empowering youth to 
lead local substance-
use prevention

Thanks to the match opportunity made possible by the Ohio 
Legislature, your gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar while matching funds last.

Double your gift

Cause Connector: 
A new online tool 
empowering donors to 
easily identify programs 
that need support today

Civics Education: 
Educating and equipping 
strong citizens with our 
K-12 schools
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Up to $75,000 in grant funding is available to support youth leadership of projects advancing opportunities in 
one or more of FAO’s five Pillars of Prosperity funding areas.

Eligible applicants and projects might include, but are not limited to: 

Youth leadership conferences and related programs developed by adults are not eligible for this grant opportunity.

Grant requests should be between $250 and $2,500, but larger requests will be considered based on 
potential impact.

Applications open Tuesday, Aug. 20, and close Tuesday, Oct. 1. Additional information and 
the application are available at www.AppalachianOhio.org/youth-led-grants.

Grant requests must be for projects developed and 
implemented by youth, working in fiscal partnership 
with a nonprofit, school or public organization. Projects 
must impact communities in the areas served by our 
affiliate foundations, as listed to the right.

Through our African American Community Fund, 
youth-led projects that are Black-led or Black-serving 
across all 32 Appalachian Ohio counties are also 
eligible for this grant opportunity. 

FAO staff are available to answer questions about 
potential projects and the application process and to 
help identify partners and fiscal sponsors.

•	Gallia County
•	Guernsey County
•	Harrison County
•	Highland County
•	Hocking County
•	Jackson County
•	Lawrence County
•	Meigs County
•	Monroe County

•	Morgan County
•	Nelsonville and/

or the surrounding 
communities of 
Buchtel, Carbon 
Hill and Murray City

•	Noble County
•	Perry County
•	Vinton County

•	 Nonprofit organizations established and led by 
youth under age 18 

•	 Student-led organizations that are subsets of larger 
community or service organizations, including those 
embedded in local schools or school districts (e.g., 
National Honor Society, Beta Club)

•	 Service and other community projects led by 
Scouts (including Eagle Scout or Gold Award 
projects), 4-H clubs and Trail Life

•	 Projects developed by youth through leadership 
programs (but not the leadership programs 
themselves)

•	 Senior projects or other activities completed as part 
of student-led groups or classes 

•	 Class-led projects developed by students with their 
teacher’s support

•	 Projects led by youth that are programs of other 
nonprofit organizations or local governments 

The Opportunity

Arts & Culture Community and
 Economic Development

Environmental 
Stewardship

Health and 
Human Services

Education

Eligibility and criteria

Projects will be evaluated based on the degree to which they are led by youth and the potential 
impact on our communities. Funding decisions will be made by leaders of our affiliate foundations. 

We highly encourage interested applicants to contact FAO at  
740.753.1111 or kmorman@ffao.org prior to completing an application.
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Mapping our 2023 youth-led impact in Appalachian Ohio

Grants
totaling
nearly

to youth-led
projectsAwarded 30 $72K

To learn more about what your gifts of time, talent and treasure made possible for the 
people and communities in our region, check out FAO’s 2023 annual report and our 
15 affiliate foundations’ annual reports: www.AppalachianOhio.org/AnnualReport2023.

740.753.1111 | info@ffao.org | www.AppalachianOhio.org | 35 Public Square, Nelsonville, OH 45764

Four Harrison Central High School 
seniors teamed with the school’s 
shop class to create the county’s 
first-ever StoryWalk for children.

Logan High School students 
hosted community blood 
drives, conducted staff 
appreciation events and 
fabricated donation boxes 
for local nonprofits.

A Woodsfield High School 
student and members of the 
Woodsfield Girl Scout Troop 
31410 teamed up to offer 
visual arts workshops for youth 
in grades 4-8.

Students at Morgan Junior High 
School collected essential non-
food items for the Morgan County 
United Ministries Manna Harvest 
Food Pantry.

Two nonprofits established by 
local high school students — Kicks 
4 Coats and Southern Ohio Soles 
Inc. —  provided warm coats and 
footwear to Jackson County youth.

Local youth, ages 11-18, became 
docents who guide visitors through 
the Hubbard House Underground 
Railroad Museum.

Ashtabula County ($700) Harrison County ($5,000)

Hocking County 
($1,000 each project)

Monroe County ($1,500)

Jackson County 
($2,500 each nonprofit) Morgan County ($5,000)


