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Easterseals Central and Southeast Ohio
Hocking Athens Perry Community Action
Hocking County Board of Developmental Disabilities
Hocking Hills Children’s Museum
Hocking Hills Inspire Shelter 
LifeWise Academy 
Logan Theater (two grants) 
Project SAFE
Muskingum Valley Educational Service Center

The Hocking County Community Fund, in partnership 
with FAO, created $10,000 in opportunities across 
our communities through grants to the following 
organizations: 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•
•
•
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Recognizing a need to assist families with basic 
needs such as food, clothing, and shelter, Project 
SAFE expanded a few years ago to include a 
food and clothing pantry, which relies on donors 
and grants to operate. In both 2021 and 2022, the 
Hocking County Community Fund awarded grants 
to the program to help support and stock the food 
and clothing pantry.

“When we began the project several years ago, 
we were serving 30 families. We now serve over 
150 families,” Project SAFE organizers report. “There 
is more need now than ever. We saw a large 
increase of families served during COVID, and now, 
due to inflation, our numbers are soaring.”

STRENGTHENING OUR LOCAL FAMILIES 
(CONTINUED)

OUR IMPACT IN 2022 Committee and community members gather at the Hocking County 
Community Fund tailgate party at a Logan High School football game.

$54,512

$5.6 MILLION

AWARDED TO COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS IN 2022

CHARITABLE FUNDS PARTNERING WITH 
HCCF IN SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY

IN ASSETS UNDER THE HCCF UMBRELLA
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“A gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia 
Fund has allowed us to help children 
access opportunities they might not 
otherwise have had, and help children 
have positive experiences and 
develop a more positive self-image.”
 – Tom Hodson

Through the IRA charitable rollover, Jan and Tom Hodson are 
supporting our region’s greatest needs and opportunities. 
Learn more at www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report

Stay tuned: I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund initiatives 
underway or coming soon

Vision: For the citizens of Appalachian Ohio to live 
in a region abundant with possibilities.Mission: To create opportunities for Appalachian 

Ohio’s citizens and communities by 
inspiring and supporting philanthropy.

Our impact in 2019

Since 2010, FAO has awarded more than 2,850 scholarships. 
Every recipient has a story. Here’s one.

I’m A Child of Appalachia Fund donor spotlight

SCHOLARSHIPS

GRANTS

$516,429 awarded through 
592 scholarships.

Our partnership with First Book 
matches educators with books for 
the children they serve. Here’s some 
of what we’ve made possible:

34,000 students with greater 
access to high-quality classroom 
supplies, books, and other resources

1,010 books distributed through five 
summer meal sites to support children 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

300 social-emotional learning book kits 
distributed to educators working with 
students who have experienced trauma

Opening doors of opportunity for the Children of Appalachia

I’m a Child of Appalachia® 
Fund project spotlight

$420,000
awarded through 
emergency response 
partnerships and grants

151
nonprofits received support 
from our Emergency 
Response Fund to connect 
people with food, cleaning 
supplies, personal protective 
equipment, telehealth, 
childcare, and much more.

With COVID-19 as an 
opportunity to act 
on the digital divide 

in Appalachian Ohio, here’s 
what we’ve accomplished 
so far through I’m a Child of 
Appalachia Fund partnerships:

Our emergency response to COVID-19

Terry and Susie Conner sought to honor 
their beloved teacher, Lee Beckett. They 
established the Lee Beckett Legacy 
Scholarship Fund to support graduates of 
the district where Lee first inspired them, now 
Nelsonville-York.

2013 scholarship recipient, Alicia Carter, 
recently returned to Nelsonville-York as an 
educator to continue Lee’s legacy of inspiring 
students. Read more at: 
www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report.

14 WIFI access points to schools 
and community organizations 
(with more to come!)

390 hotspots to libraries

1 investment in broadband 
research and advocacy

FUNDS

 49
new funds 
were created

The Ohio Legislature invested in FAO to match donor investments.

The African American Community Fund was 
founded by and for the Black community as one 
way to create opportunities for African Americans 
in Appalachian Ohio.

 12,400 
donors gave and had 
their gifts matched

 $5.6 million 
was raised to match the 
State’s investment

61
nonprofits grew 
endowments

 12 
communities grew 
grantmaking funds, 
including the new 
Highland County 
Community Fund

The Joe Burrow Hunger Relief Fund was created to 
support the Athens County Food Pantry, building 
upon the generosity Joe Burrow inspired during his 
Heisman speech.

The Meigs County Community Fund matched 
$300,000 in new gifts – meaning $24,000 more in 
grants each and every year for Meigs County!

Three examples of what the match made possible:From July 2019 through June 2020:

$1.54 million 
awarded through 

289 grants 
across our Pillars 

of Prosperity

Arts & Culture:  $78,805

Community & Economic 
Development:  $258,246

Environmental 
Stewardship:  $40,128

Health & Human 
Services:  $317,583

Education:  $352,454 

and $496,584 in iBelieve 
programming support!

500 FAO funds advanced 
their charitable goals.

Youth resiliency: 
Ensuring youth are 
resilient, supported, 
and encouraged

Vision: Helping students 
succeed in the classroom 
and beyond through 
glasses and vision care

Environmental stewardship: 
Grant awards to help 
people access nature

Youth-led prevention: 
Empowering youth to 
lead local substance-
use prevention

Thanks to the match opportunity made possible by the Ohio 
Legislature, your gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar while matching funds last.

Double your gift

Cause Connector: 
A new online tool 
empowering donors to 
easily identify programs 
that need support today

Civics Education: 
Educating and equipping 
strong citizens with our 
K-12 schools

“A gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia 
Fund has allowed us to help children 
access opportunities they might not 
otherwise have had, and help children 
have positive experiences and 
develop a more positive self-image.”
 – Tom Hodson

Through the IRA charitable rollover, Jan and Tom Hodson are 
supporting our region’s greatest needs and opportunities. 
Learn more at www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report

Stay tuned: I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund initiatives 
underway or coming soon
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AWARDED IN SCHOLARSHIPS 

TO HOCKING COUNTY STUDENTS

(Please see separate list)



MAKING A DIFFERENCE

TEAMING UP TO HELP THE HUNGRY

Greetings from the Hocking County Community Fund!

As we celebrate another year of serving the people and 
communities of Hocking County,  we are filled with gratitude 
for all we have achieved together and with optimism about 
the opportunities that lie ahead – thanks to your gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure.

The Hocking County Community Fund (HCCF) was created in 
partnership with the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) 
to benefit Hocking County, its people, and its communities. It 
provides a way for anyone with a heart for Hocking County to 
give back and make a difference.

2022 was a great year for HCCF! We sponsored our first Fill the 
Freezer campaign in collaboration with the Hocking County 
Fair Board and HAPCAP, and we awarded grants for the third 
year to support community efforts. And we’re thrilled to report 
that HCCF had $300,000 in dollar-for-dollar matching funds 
available – and we met our match, doubling the impact of our 
generous donors.

This report spotlights a few of the many ways we are making 
a difference – none of which would be possible without 
you. We have big goals for 2023 as we continue to grow the 
endowment to support Hocking County today and forever. 

Consider donating to the HCCF endowment campaign, mark 
your calendars for our Fill the Freezer event at the 2023 Hocking 
County Fair, and stay up to date with HCCF on Facebook and 
our website. 

Thank you for your support in 2022, and here’s to a great 2023 
for Hocking County!

The Hocking County Fair’s livestock sale is a 
celebratory occasion for local 4-H youth who 
spent the previous year raising their animals. 
Last year’s sale was even more memorable – 
and impactful.

In 2022, HCCF launched its Fill the Freezer 
campaign, inviting buyers at the livestock sale 
to donate their purchases to fill the freezers of 
the county’s food pantries. The result? More 
than 2,800 pounds of meat to feed area 
residents in need. 

Fill the Freezer, piloted in the region by the 
Community Foundation for Perry County in 
2021, brings together local 4-H members, fair 
boards, community funds, and area residents 
to end hunger. 

“Unfortunately, southeast Ohio has one of the 
highest rates of food insecurity in the state,” 
says Eva Bloom, director of development for the 

Southeast Ohio Foodbank. “Our communities 
can’t thrive if the folks who live in them don’t 
have access to adequate nutrition.”

HCCF was selected as an FAO 2022 Health & 
Human Services Pillar of Prosperity “Bright Spot 
Partner” for its leadership in advancing the Fill 
the Freezer program and is exploring models 
for sustaining and expanding the program to 
other counties.

STRENGTHENING OUR LOCAL FAMILIES 

Project SAFE (Student and Family Engagement) debuted in the 
Logan-Hocking School District in 2006, providing before- and 
after-school care to the district’s five elementary and one middle 
school. The program serves an average of 300 students per year. 

Over the years, the project transitioned from supporting the 
whole child to supporting the whole family with academic 
support, family engagement, enrichment activities, and youth 
development programming.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

KRISTI BROOKS, VICE PRESIDENT 
KEITH HOOD 
LIBBY HOSLER 

MICHAEL HUNTER 
ALISON KANAAN
KATY KUDLAPUR

ABBY SAVING, SECRETARY
BAILEY SIMONS, PRESIDENT

CONTINUED ON BACK
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Hocking County
Community Fund

A Fund of the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio

LETTER FROM THE COMMITTEE

With the support of our donors, we award grants to nonprofit and public organizations for 
projects and programs that benefit Hocking County, focusing on five areas essential to 
creating transformative and sustainable change: arts and culture, community and economic 
development, education, environmental stewardship, and health and human services.

For more information about 
planned giving, to make a gift to 
the Hocking County Community 

Fund, or to create a fund to 
support a cause closest to your 

heart, please contact us!

www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hocking

Want to learn more?

740.753.1111hocking@ffao.org
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“A gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia 
Fund has allowed us to help children 
access opportunities they might not 
otherwise have had, and help children 
have positive experiences and 
develop a more positive self-image.”
 – Tom Hodson
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Heisman speech.

The Meigs County Community Fund matched 
$300,000 in new gifts – meaning $24,000 more in 
grants each and every year for Meigs County!

Three examples of what the match made possible:From July 2019 through June 2020:

$1.54 million 
awarded through 

289 grants 
across our Pillars 

of Prosperity

Arts & Culture:  $78,805

Community & Economic 
Development:  $258,246

Environmental 
Stewardship:  $40,128

Health & Human 
Services:  $317,583

Education:  $352,454 

and $496,584 in iBelieve 
programming support!

500 FAO funds advanced 
their charitable goals.

Youth resiliency: 
Ensuring youth are 
resilient, supported, 
and encouraged

Vision: Helping students 
succeed in the classroom 
and beyond through 
glasses and vision care

Environmental stewardship: 
Grant awards to help 
people access nature

Youth-led prevention: 
Empowering youth to 
lead local substance-
use prevention

Thanks to the match opportunity made possible by the Ohio 
Legislature, your gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar while matching funds last.

Double your gift

Cause Connector: 
A new online tool 
empowering donors to 
easily identify programs 
that need support today

Civics Education: 
Educating and equipping 
strong citizens with our 
K-12 schools

“A gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia 
Fund has allowed us to help children 
access opportunities they might not 
otherwise have had, and help children 
have positive experiences and 
develop a more positive self-image.”
 – Tom Hodson

Through the IRA charitable rollover, Jan and Tom Hodson are 
supporting our region’s greatest needs and opportunities. 
Learn more at www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report

Stay tuned: I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund initiatives 
underway or coming soon
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Every recipient has a story. Here’s one.
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$516,429 awarded through 
592 scholarships.

Our partnership with First Book 
matches educators with books for 
the children they serve. Here’s some 
of what we’ve made possible:

34,000 students with greater 
access to high-quality classroom 
supplies, books, and other resources

1,010 books distributed through five 
summer meal sites to support children 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

300 social-emotional learning book kits 
distributed to educators working with 
students who have experienced trauma

Opening doors of opportunity for the Children of Appalachia
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With COVID-19 as an 
opportunity to act 
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their beloved teacher, Lee Beckett. They 
established the Lee Beckett Legacy 
Scholarship Fund to support graduates of 
the district where Lee first inspired them, now 
Nelsonville-York.

2013 scholarship recipient, Alicia Carter, 
recently returned to Nelsonville-York as an 
educator to continue Lee’s legacy of inspiring 
students. Read more at: 
www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report.
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Endowment Fund
5. The Bowen House Endowment Fund
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Family of Funds
19. Hocking Hills Conservation 
Endowment Fund
20. Hocking Valley Scenic Trails
21. Jim Raeder Helping Hand 
Scholarship Fund

22. Ken & Joan Danes Farmers Market Fund
23. Keynes Drive Recreation Complex
24. LilyFest Fund
25. Logan in Bloom Fund
26. Logan Gates Fund
27. Logan High School Work/ Study 
Endowment
28. Logan-Holl Foundation Fund
29. Logan Mural Project
30. Logan Rotary Community Fund
31. Logan Theater Fund
32. Logan Town Center
33. Long Term Recovery Team
34. Loryn Cassady Memorial Fund
35. Merchants National Bank Fund for 
Hocking County
36. Mingo Park Project Fund
37. Operation Santa
38. Park National Bank Community Fund 
for Hocking County
39. Phillip Davis Memorial Endowment
40. Ruth and Edgar “Jake” 
Huffman Endowment
41. Scenic Hills Senior Center & Educational 
& Wellness Center Endowment
42. Schmidt Family Endowment
43. Sherman and Regina Prater Fund
44. Supporting Families Fund
45. Tedd McCormick Memorial Fund
46. VCNB Family Fund for Hocking County

HOCKING COUNTY
COMMUNITY FUND
CHARITABLE FUNDS

“A gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia 
Fund has allowed us to help children 
access opportunities they might not 
otherwise have had, and help children 
have positive experiences and 
develop a more positive self-image.”
 – Tom Hodson

Through the IRA charitable rollover, Jan and Tom Hodson are 
supporting our region’s greatest needs and opportunities. 
Learn more at www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report

Stay tuned: I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund initiatives 
underway or coming soon

Vision: For the citizens of Appalachian Ohio to live 
in a region abundant with possibilities.Mission: To create opportunities for Appalachian 

Ohio’s citizens and communities by 
inspiring and supporting philanthropy.

Our impact in 2019

Since 2010, FAO has awarded more than 2,850 scholarships. 
Every recipient has a story. Here’s one.

I’m A Child of Appalachia Fund donor spotlight

SCHOLARSHIPS

GRANTS

$516,429 awarded through 
592 scholarships.

Our partnership with First Book 
matches educators with books for 
the children they serve. Here’s some 
of what we’ve made possible:

34,000 students with greater 
access to high-quality classroom 
supplies, books, and other resources

1,010 books distributed through five 
summer meal sites to support children 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

300 social-emotional learning book kits 
distributed to educators working with 
students who have experienced trauma

Opening doors of opportunity for the Children of Appalachia

I’m a Child of Appalachia® 
Fund project spotlight

$420,000
awarded through 
emergency response 
partnerships and grants

151
nonprofits received support 
from our Emergency 
Response Fund to connect 
people with food, cleaning 
supplies, personal protective 
equipment, telehealth, 
childcare, and much more.

With COVID-19 as an 
opportunity to act 
on the digital divide 

in Appalachian Ohio, here’s 
what we’ve accomplished 
so far through I’m a Child of 
Appalachia Fund partnerships:

Our emergency response to COVID-19

Terry and Susie Conner sought to honor 
their beloved teacher, Lee Beckett. They 
established the Lee Beckett Legacy 
Scholarship Fund to support graduates of 
the district where Lee first inspired them, now 
Nelsonville-York.

2013 scholarship recipient, Alicia Carter, 
recently returned to Nelsonville-York as an 
educator to continue Lee’s legacy of inspiring 
students. Read more at: 
www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report.

14 WIFI access points to schools 
and community organizations 
(with more to come!)

390 hotspots to libraries

1 investment in broadband 
research and advocacy

FUNDS

 49
new funds 
were created

The Ohio Legislature invested in FAO to match donor investments.

The African American Community Fund was 
founded by and for the Black community as one 
way to create opportunities for African Americans 
in Appalachian Ohio.

 12,400 
donors gave and had 
their gifts matched

 $5.6 million 
was raised to match the 
State’s investment

61
nonprofits grew 
endowments

 12 
communities grew 
grantmaking funds, 
including the new 
Highland County 
Community Fund

The Joe Burrow Hunger Relief Fund was created to 
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