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April 2020 

This Communications Coverage Report includes newsclips 
received from April 1 – April 30, 2020 

If these 33 online articles and 15 print articles were 
ads, we would have paid (ad equivalency): 

$79,726.31 

These 15 print articles reached an estimated 
circulation of: 72,660 

FAO Funds:  12 Articles 

FAO Grants: 35 Articles 

FAO News: 1 Article 

This Month’s Highlights: 

• First Grants Awarded from Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund
• Second Round of Grants Awarded from Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund
• Meigs County Community Find Awarding Grants to Provide Relief During COVID-19 Crisis
• New Fund Created to Support African American Communities Throughout Appalachian Ohio 

Interesting Reads: 
• Food Shortages? Nope, Too Much Food in the Wrong Places
• Coronavirus for Kids without Internet: Quarantined Worksheets, Learning in Parking Lots
• For Joe Burrow, the N.F.L. Draft Offers a Path Home
• Closed Hospitals Leave Rural Patients ‘Stranded’ as Coronavirus Spreads
• ‘It Got Ugly’: What Happened When Black Lives Matter Protests Came to Small Town Ohio
• Why The Small Protests in Small Towns Across America Matter 

News to Share: 
• FAO Stands in Solidarity With the Black Lives Matter Movement (Web, Facebook)
• Meigs County Community Fund Meets Fundraising Goal (Web, Facebook)
• Passion Works Creates Endowment at FAO (Facebook)
• Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund Continues to Support Basic Needs (Web)

Click here to read press clips packets from recent 
months. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2020

Father and son found the African American Community Fund at the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio.

The Community Foundation of the Mahoning Valley, the Raymond John Wean Foundation and the 

Youngstown Foundation simplify grant requests to address coronavirus.

The Barberton Community Foundation board voted to create the Barberton Small Business 

Emergency Loan Fund.

Muskingum County Community Foundation donates to local group that feeds the hungry.

The Greater Toledo Community Foundation started the COVID-19 Rapid Response Fund for 

nonprofits on the front lines of the pandemic.

FirstEnergy Foundation donates $500,000 to food banks.

Troy Foundation establishes COVID-19 emergency fund.

The Licking County Foundation, United Way of Licking County and community partners have set up 

the Licking County COVID-19 Relief Fund.

Akron Summit County COVID-19 Emergency Support Fund jumped to nearly $1 million after the John S. 

and James L. Knight Foundation contributed $500,000 Monday.



The United Way of Williams County and Bryan Area Foundation launched an economic relief fund to 

help county residents through financial difficulties brought on by the coronavirus crisis.

The Oxford Community Foundation has started the Greater Oxford COVID-19 Organizational 

Assistance Fund.

Joining Cincinnati Edition to talk about the COVID-19 efforts are United Way of Greater Cincinnati 

President and CEO Moir Weir, Greater Cincinnati Foundation President & CEO Ellen Katz, Horizon 

Community Funds of Northern Kentucky President Nancy Grayson.

Mortar at Bounce is funded by and presented in partnership with GAR Foundation; Burton D. Morgan 

Foundation; the city of Akron and Rubber City Match; and the Greater Akron Chamber.

A $70,000 grant awarded to NEOCH Friday from the Cleveland Foundation’s new Greater Cleveland 

COVID-19 Rapid Response Fund will cover hotel costs for about 50 people experiencing homelessness.

The Osteopathic Heritage Foundations joined The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio as a partner in 

their emergency response fund.

The Cleveland Foundation announced the recipients of the 85th Annual Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards.

The expanded education program is made possible with a $25,000 grant from the Stocker 

Foundation for increased programming while students engage in at-home learning.

The Community Foundation of Shelby County and the Shelby County United Way have partnered 

to establish the 2020 Recovery Fund.

The Dayton Foundation and United Way of the Greater Dayton Area announced the third round of 

recipients in a series of grants awarded from the COVID-19 Response Fund for Greater Dayton.

Lit Youngstown receives grant from the Youngstown Foundation.

The Black River Education and Wellness Foundation, Community Foundation of Lorain County, Lakeland 

Community Fund, The Nord Family Foundation, Nordson Corporation Foundation, The Stocker 

Foundation and United Way of Greater Lorain County create Lorain County Cares COVID-19 

Response Fund.

Funding for the $340,000 Brigid’s Path project was made possible by grants from The Dayton 

Foundation and The Virginia W. Kettering Foundation.

The New Albany Community Foundation acted quickly to help neighbors in need of assistance by 

expediting grants.



The Erie Community Foundation announced that Erie’s COVID-19 Rapid Response Fund has grown to 

$557,000.

Honda's pledge to communities and customers in response to COVID-19.

Richland County Foundation redirects funds to meet emerging COVID-19 community needs.

The Wayne County Community Foundation, in conjunction with local private foundations, has 

established and provided the initial funding for the Wayne County Emergency Response Fund.

Contributions grow the Greater Cleveland COVID-19 Rapid Response Fund to more than $5.37 million 

to date.

Fairfield County Foundation to support local nonprofits affected by COVID-19.

Meals on Wheels gets $200,000 boost from Columbus Foundation during COVID-19 emergency.

Trustees of the Coshocton Foundation announced creation of two $20,000 grants providing citizens 

and small businesses relief.

The Holmes County Education Foundation celebrates 31 years of helping achieve higher education.

Melissa Heson is leading food assistance efforts in her role as the Yellow Springs Community 

Foundation outreach manager.

A program that is part of the Ashland County Community Foundation tasks students with deciding 

which programs will receive $1,000 in grant money.

The Community Foundation of West Chester/Liberty established the Community Health Fund aimed 

at addressing local needs during the COVID-19 health crisis.

The Middletown Community Foundation has established a Coronavirus Emergency Fund.

Community West Foundation announces COVID-19 Emergency Fund.

Applications for the Becky Bricker Scholarship are now available through the Rebecca Bricker 

Scholarship Committee and the Sebring-West Branch Area Community Foundation.

ArtsWave is focused on helping the Cincinnati region’s arts sector weather the coronavirus crisis.

MetroHealth receives $1 million from former Hyland Software exec to bolster COVID-19 

preparedness.



Sen. Rob Portman to donate two months of salary in coronavirus fight.

Delta Dental Foundation creates $500,000 emergency fund for coronavirus assistance to clinics, 

nonprofits.

Pelotonia pledges $1 million to research coronavirus effects on the cancer community.

United Way of Greater Lorain County has launched a redesign of its 2-1-1 First Call for Help website.

The NiSource Charitable Foundation is committing $1 million in relief support to nonprofit 

organizations responding to COVID-19 to be distributed in Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, 

Ohio, Pennsylvania and Virginia.

Saturday in the Park donations will support the United Way of North Central Ohio's Community Relief 

Fund.

The Catholic Diocese set up a fund and the Catholic Community Foundation has already donated 

$500,000 to aid people in need.

Akron Community Foundation awards grants to nonprofits helping during coronavirus.

A key time for Foundations on the Hill 2020

On March 9 – 11, eight foundation members from across the state shared 

their stories with elected officials and the value of philanthropy in their 

districts – which is now very significant as our communities are dealing with 

the coronavirus pandemic. This was my first year participating in FOTH, 

which was an experience I will not forget. 

Read more.

Member Call: Coronavirus Response

Monday, April 6 | 1:15 – 2:15 p.m.

Join your colleagues for up-to-the minute information on how the state and 

philanthropy are responding to the growing challenges related to the 

COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic.

View all upcoming programs.
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Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund to support 
region's response to COVID-19 crisis 

Submitted by FAO 
Apr 8, 2020 

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio has launched the Appalachian Ohio 

Emergency Response Fund because there are urgent needs facing our 

communities, and our region’s nonprofit and public organizations are 

stepping up to meet this expanding need head-on.

Across the country, we see needs that have emerged in the face of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Appalachian Ohio’s communities, however, face the 

increased needs of their citizens with an added challenge – a significant 

philanthropy gap. With nine times fewer philanthropic dollars per capita 

than the rest of Ohio, our region does not have the same capacity for the 

grants and partnerships that are so crucial in responding to moments like 

this one.

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) has been working to change that 

every day, but this philanthropy gap makes it all the more important for our 

region to band together to support the nonprofits and public organizations 

responding to the current crisis. Through many gifts coming together, there 

will be a far greater impact. As everyone looks to find a way to help, a gift to 



the Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund, which can be made at 

www.AppalachianOhio.org/Coronavirus, is a powerful way to make a 

difference.

The Emergency Response Fund will make grant awards to help 501©(3) 

nonprofits and public organizations whose resources are, and will continue 

to be, strained by this unprecedented event, as they work to expand and 

modify how they deliver their services. The Fund will begin making grant 

awards over the coming weeks, focusing on immediate needs, including 

basic necessities and the health and safety of our most vulnerable 

populations during the COVID-19 outbreak. Nonprofits and public 

organizations that are interested in sharing their needs or learning more 

should visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Coronavirus

“Our nonprofits are feeding our neighbors, serving our seniors, providing 

vital childcare, and protecting all of our health,” said Foundation for 

Appalachian Ohio President & CEO Cara Dingus Brook. “They play an 

essential role in our communities every day, but now we see them all 

stepping in to grow their services, reach more individuals and families, and 

help us all weather these unprecedented times. They cannot do it alone. I 

hope those who are able will join us with a gift to provide the help that is 

needed now more than ever.”

FAO and the Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund serve Appalachian 

Ohio’s 32 counties: Adams, Ashtabula, Athens, Belmont, Brown, Carroll, 

Clermont, Columbiana, Coshocton, Gallia, Guernsey, Harrison, Highland, 

Hocking, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Lawrence, Mahoning, Meigs, Monroe, 

Morgan, Muskingum, Noble, Perry, Pike, Ross, Scioto, Trumbull, Tuscarawas, 

Vinton, and Washington counties.



The Fund was created with dollars from FAO and a number of individual 

donors, who are showing their support for their neighbors and the 

communities they love. This week, the Osteopathic Heritage Foundations 

joined FAO as a partner in our work to grow the Emergency Response Fund 

and connect funding to nonprofit and public organizations that are meeting 

the ever-growing needs of the people who call Appalachian Ohio’s 

communities home.

Every gift to the Emergency Response Fund, no matter its size, will allow the 

Fund to make a greater difference for the nonprofits and communities of 

Appalachian Ohio.

To support the Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund with a gift 

today, visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Coronavirus or contact FAO at 

info@ffao.org or 740.753.1111.

The children of Appalachian Ohio, past and present, have a history of 

banding together. Together, we can do more. With a gift, we can show our 

support for the nonprofits and community organizations protecting our 

seniors, caring for patients, feeding our children, and carrying Appalachian 

Ohio forward.
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APPALACHIAN OHIO EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE FUND TO SUPPORT 
REGION’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19 
CRISIS

Thu, 04/09/2020 - 12:00am

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio has launched the Appalachian Ohio 
Emergency Response Fund because there are urgent needs facing our 
communities, and our region’s nonprofit and public organizations are stepping up 
to meet this expanding need head-on. Across the country,

Across the country, we see needs that have emerged in the face of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Appalachian Ohio’s communities, however, face the increased needs 
of their citizens with an added challenge – a significant philanthropy gap. With 
nine times fewer philanthropic dollars per capita than the rest of Ohio, our region 
does not have the same capacity for the grants and partnerships that are so 
crucial in responding to moments like this one.

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) has been working to change that 
every day, but this philanthropy gap makes it all the more important for our region 
to band together to support the nonprofits and public organizations responding to 
the current crisis. Through many gifts coming together, there will be a far greater 
impact. As everyone looks to find a way to help, a gift to the Appalachian Ohio 
Emergency Response Fund, which can be made at 
www.AppalachianOhio.org/Coronavirus, is a powerful way to make a difference. 
The Emergency Re

The Emergency Response Fund will make grant awards to help 501(c) (3) 
nonprofits and public organizations whose resources are, and will continue to be, 
strained by this unprecedented event, as they work to expand and modify how 
they deliver their services. The Fund will begin making grant awards over the 
coming weeks, focusing on immediate needs, including basic necessities and the 
health and safety of our most vulnerable populations during the COVID-19 
outbreak. Nonprofits and public organizations that are interested in sharing their 
needs or learning more should visit www.AppalachianOhio. org/Coronavirus.

“Our nonprofits are feeding our neighbors, serving our seniors, providing vital 
childcare, and protecting all of our health,” said Foundation for Appalachian Ohio 
President & CEO Cara Dingus Brook. “They play an essential role in our 
communities every day, but now we see them all stepping in to grow their 
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services, reach more individuals and families, and help us all weather these 
unprecedented times. They cannot do it alone. I hope those who are able will join 
us with a gift to provide the help that is needed now more than ever.”

FAO and the Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund serve Appalachian 
Ohio’s 32 counties: Adams, Ashtabula, Athens, Belmont, Brown, Carroll, 
Clermont, Columbiana, Coshocton, Gallia, Guernsey, Harrison, Highland, 
Hocking, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Lawrence, Mahoning, Meigs, Monroe, 
Morgan, Muskingum, Noble, Perry, Pike, Ross, Scioto, Trumbull, Tuscarawas, 
Vinton, and Washington counties.

The Fund was created with dollars from FAO and a number of individual donors, 
who are showing their support for their neighbors and the communities they love. 
This week, the Osteopathic Heritage Foundations joined FAO as a partner in our 
work to grow the Emergency Response Fund and connect funding to nonprofit 
and public organizations that are meeting the ever-growing needs of the people 
who call Appalachian Ohio’s communities home.

Every gift to the Emergency Response Fund, no matter its size, will allow the 
Fund to make a greater difference for the nonprofits and communities of 
Appalachian Ohio.

To support the Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund with a gift today, 
visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Coronavirus or contact FAO at info@ffao.org or 
740-753- 1111.

COVID-19 NEWS

Subscribe and see the e-Edition of the Monroe County Beacon for the complete story.

AROUND THE WEB Ads by Revcontent

DON'T IGNORE YOUR DOG'S DENTAL 
HYGIENE, TRY THIS SIMPLE TIP
Petlab Co

UROLOGIST: TRY THIS IF YOU HAVE 
AN ENLARGED PROSTATE (WATCH)
FastProstateFix

OHIO DOCTOR "I BEG AMERICANS 
TO THROW OUT THIS VEGETABLE 
NOW"
Wellnessguide2020
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FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2020

Ohio non-profits: How Richland County Foundation and Ashland County Community 

Foundation are mobilizing during coronavirus.

Cleveland’s COVID-19 rapid-response fund releases $1.2M more in aid.

United Way of Coshocton County announces emergency fund awards; contributions received thus far 

include Coshocton Foundation Johnston Fund, the Simpson Family Foundation, Schooler 

Foundation, Buckeye Brine, Century National Bank and about a dozen individuals.

Ronald Wolfe’s passion lives on through an Ashland County Community Foundation grant to a dog 

shelter.

Jarvis Landry donates $15K in supplies for East Cleveland kids and families through the Cleveland 

Browns Foundation’s Get 2 School, Stay in the Game! Network.

$250K emergency loan fund created for artists and musicians by Arts Cleveland, the Char and Chuck 

Fowler Family Foundation and Noteworthy Federal.

Lubrizol pledging $2M to help fight coronavirus.

The county will use federal money to pay the hotel bill for the homeless and prevent COVID-19 spread; 

the United Way of Greater Cincinnati helped pay a large portion of the costs the first two weeks.



SICSA Pet Adoption and Wellness Center receives grant from the CareSource Foundation.

The Muskingum County Community Foundation steps up to feed their community during coronavirus 

pandemic with a check form the Community Cares Fund to the Hunger Network.

Elyria YWCA moves sheltered women to hotel rooms, funded by The Nord Family Foundation.

The Cleveland Cavaliers, WTAM 1100 and 100.7 WMMS hosted a live telethon and raised $156K for 

the United Way of Greater Cleveland, the Greater Cleveland Food Bank and other entities that are 

providing crucial resources for those in need as a result of the extensive impact of COVID-19.

The Fluor-BWXT Portsmouth LLC Community Commitment Fund delivered four $5K checks to the Pike 

County Community Action, Scioto County Community Action, Jackson County Food Pantry and 

Clothesline and the Chillicothe-Ross Community Foundation.

Marietta Community Foundation awards $10K grant to Community Action.

United Way of Greater Cleveland commits $3M over three years to promote housing stability.

The Cleveland Foundation announced the 2020 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award winners.

The African American Community Fund has been established at the Foundation for Appalachian 

Ohio to serve African American communities throughout Appalachian Ohio’s 32 counties.

The Dayton Foundation’s COVID-19 fund passes $1M in donations.

Community Foundation for Crawford County redirects funding for COVID-19 relief.

Meigs County Community Fund awarding grants to provide relief during COVID-19 crisis.

Columbia Gas of Ohio supports COVID-19 relief through local contributions from the NiSource 

Charitable Foundation.

First Federal Bank and Home Savings Bank committed $100K from the Charitable Foundation to help 

local nonprofit partners in many areas of Ohio, Indiana and Michigan address the COVID-19 challenges.

Samuel Adams, in partnership with the Greg Hill Foundation, is giving one-time $1K grants to Ohio 

service industry workers impacted by the coronavirus outbreak.

United Way of Marion County is working to build a better community.

Spanish-speakers gain access to DeWine coronavirus briefings thanks to the United Way of Central 

Ohio, WOSU Public Media and with US Together.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2020

Yellow Springs Community Foundation is providing help for local tenants and landlords.

Musician and native Mariettan to perform a virtual orchestra thanks to the financial support of 

the Marietta Community Foundation.

The Troy Foundation approved over $277K in grants to 23 organizations.

Front-line Licking County organizations receive relief grants from the COVID-19 Relief Fund, established 

by the Licking County Foundation, United Way of Licking County and several community partners.

Timothy L. Tramble Sr. named president and CEO of Saint Luke's Foundation.

Foundation for Appalachian Ohio assists nonprofits with emergency response fund.

Greater Cleveland COVID-19 Rapid Response Fund awards nearly $500K in the fourth round of 

coronavirus grants.

Richland County Foundation funds COVID-19 rapid response grants.

Shelby County United Way provides COVID-19 emergency funding and joins with the Community 

Foundation of Shelby County to help start the Recovery 2020 Fund.

Paul G. Duke Foundation, a supporting foundation of The Columbus Foundation, supports The Troy 



Foundation’s Troy Emergency Response Fund.

The Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation gave $1M to Greater Cleveland Food Bank.

Amy Acton received The Columbus Foundation’s Spirit of Columbus Award and a $50K donation will 

be made in her honor to the Star House.

The Dayton Foundation and the United Way of the Greater Dayton Area’s COVID-19 Response 

Fund awards additional $111K to local nonprofits.

Curbside Concerts is bringing live music to seniors throughout the Columbus area thanks to The 

Columbus Foundation, Smart Columbus, Greater Columbus Arts Council and Douglas and 

Monica Kridler.

Fairfield County Foundation and the United Way of Fairfield County create COVID-19 Relief Fund.

Arts groups will receive $1.6M from The Columbus Foundation and $200K from Greater Columbus 

Arts Council's COVID-19 emergency relief fund to help cope with COVID-19's impact.

Upper Arlington Community Foundation reports its Good Neighbor Fund has experienced an increase 

in monetary donations and gift cards in the past month.

Swagelok Foundation kicks in $100K for 6 local nonprofits on front lines of global pandemic.

The Findlay-Hancock County Community Foundation and the United Way of Hancock 

County gave $115K from their emergency fund.

Philanthropy Ohio

We are happy to announce our newest Philanthropy Ohio staff member, 

Kaylin Bittner, who joined the team last month.  

Read more.

Health Initiative Meeting

Tuesday, May 12

10 a.m. - noon

Zoom meeting
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FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2020

The Greater Cincinnati Foundation, United Way of Greater Cincinnati and other Tri-State funders’ 

COVID-19 Regional Response Fund donates $2.5M to area nonprofits in just three weeks.

Pickaway County Community Foundation and United Way of Pickaway County join forces with new 

food initiative.

Burton D. Morgan Foundation announces grants to address COVID-19 pandemic.

Ashland County Community Foundation and United Way of Ashland County team up to aid Ashland 

nonprofits.

Nonprofits to get help from groups like the Community Foundation of the Mahoning Valley, Raymond 

John Wean Foundation and the Youngstown Foundation.

Marietta Community Foundation announces grants to help children as third phase of the foundation's 

COVID-19 community plan.

The board of trustees of the Greater Toledo Community Foundation approved grants totaling $62K 

from the COVID-19 Response Fund to support Northwest Ohio and southeast Michigan nonprofit 

organizations, bringing the total distributed in three weeks to more than $200K.

How Columbus is handling the coronavirus crisis, including financial support to nonprofits serving those 

in need in the community through The Columbus Foundation’s Emergency Response Fund.



Ohio Association of Foodbanks will receive hand sanitizer made by distillers.

Richland County Foundation relaunches Richland Gives to help nonprofits raise operating revenue.

Scotts Miracle-Gro sends 9,000 face shields to areas of critical need.

New Cleveland company gets federal approval to produce ventilators during coronavirus pandemic and 

the product’s development was funded by a Cleveland Foundation grant.

Masking the village — Yellow Springs Community Foundation brings together people to make masks 

and to fight the virus.

University Hospitals receives $5M in donations to fight coronavirus; funders include the Cleveland 

Foundation, UH community hospital foundations, Elyria Medical Center Foundation, Parma 

Hospital Health Care Foundation, Portage Medical Center Foundation, Samaritan Hospital 

Foundation, Rainbow Babies, Children’s Hospital Foundation, Vinchel Family, Amy and Michael 

Southard, Bank of America and Hyundai Hope on Wheels.

Foundation for Appalachian Ohio awarded over $23K to four nonprofits working to make a difference 

across 11 counties in Appalachian Ohio.

Duke Energy is keeping the lights on in this time of crisis and donating $25K to the Greater Cincinnati 

Foundation.

Dayton-area shelters receive funding to limit spread of COVID-19; institutional support comes from Ohio 

Capital Corporation for Housing, The George Gund Foundation, The Sisters of Charity of 

Cleveland Foundation, National Low Income Housing Coalition, The Columbus Foundation, The 

Char and Chuck Fowler Family Foundation, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, 

UnitedHealthcare, CareSource, JPMorgan Chase and Co., Nationwide Children's Hospital, 

Buckeye Community Hope Foundation, Affordable Housing Trust, Wallick Communities, 

RiverHills Bank and the Tidwell Group.

United Way of Fulton County gets grant from the Greater Toledo Community Foundation to aid 

those impacted by COVID-19.

Coshocton EMS receives grant for chest compression device from the Coshocton Foundation.

The Pickaway County Community Foundation has donated $20K to aid in closing some food 

insecurity for Pickaway County residents.

Healthy Lakewood Foundation responds to COVID-19.



The Browns Foundation launched the "Hats Off to Our Heroes" Fund, which will focus on aiding health 

care professionals, first responders, educational professionals and other groups who are serving as 

community leaders during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Chamber of Commerce to offer emergency relief grants to small businesses thanks to funding from the 

Nord Family Foundation, KeyBank Business Boost and Build powered by JumpStart, Northwest 

Bank, Achieve Credit Union and the Lorain County Chamber.

Battelle donating $1M to support Central Ohio organizations during pandemic.

Trumbull County Community Foundation, Northern Trumbull County Community Foundation, 

Trumbull 100, Community Foundation of Western PA and Eastern OH and the United Way of 

Trumbull County launch COVID-19 Rapid Response Fund.

Sisters of Charity Foundation and the Stark Community Foundation collaborative announce second 

round of funding for COVID-19 provided by the Paul and Carol David Foundation, Deuble 

Foundation, Gessner Family Foundation, William and Minnette Goldsmith Foundation, Health 

Foundation of Greater Massillon, Hoover Foundation, Massillon Rotary Foundation, Sisters of 

Charity Foundation of Canton, Stark Community Foundation and Timken Foundation of Canton.

Middletown Community Foundation provided $20K stimulus grant to assist ‘vulnerable’ Middletown 

downtown businesses.

Community West Foundation awarded a $6K grant to Joseph's Home, a facility which cares for 

medically-vulnerable homeless men in Northeast Ohio.

United Way of Summit County’s Akron Summit County COVID-19 Emergency Support Fund reaches 

$1.3M.

Columbus nonprofits report $8.3M in lost fundraising due to COVID-19, resulting in program cuts and 

layoffs, according to a survey conducted by the Human Service Chamber of Franklin County and the 

United Way of Central Ohio.

News type:

Please log in to add comment. 
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Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund 
Announces Second Round of Grant Awards 

Apr 25, 2020 

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is housed in the former Peoples Bank building on the Public 
Square in Nelsonville. With renovations complete, they can now offer their downstairs space to 
local nonprofit and community groups as a gathering place.

Messenger photo by Samantha Taylor



Through two rounds of grants, the Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response 

Fund has awarded nearly $50,000 to ten nonprofits serving 19 Appalachian 

Ohio counties.

Grants have responded to nonprofits’ expressed needs as they work to 

provide basic necessities and ensure the health and safety of our most 

vulnerable populations. In its most recent round of grants, the Fund 

awarded over $26,000 to support the six organizations and initiatives, in 

addition to the first round of disbursements that awarded four other such 

entities.

• The City of Belpre, Washington County, received funding to purchase additional protective 
equipment for first responders as they respond to emergency calls in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

• The Guernsey County Senior Center received funding to support senior meal deliveries, 
which have doubled during the current crisis.

• The Hocking Hills Inspire Shelter received funding to support increased personnel expenses 
as it expands its hours to serve those experiencing homelessness 24 hours a day during the 
stay-at-home order.

• National Church Residences, serving Belmont, Muskingum, Pike, Ross, Scioto, and 
Washington counties, received funding to support the purchase of basic needs items for 
seniors in six senior housing communities and one assisted living community, as it has 
become more challenging for those at-risk to access staples and basic needs.

The Southern Ohio Makers Against COVID

• Coalition serves 17 counties including Athens, Brown, Clermont, Highland, Jackson, Pike, 
Ross, Scioto, and Washington counties in Appalachian Ohio. A grassroots coalition of 139 
educators and others with access to 3D printers, funding will be used to purchase materials 
to 3D print face shields for medical professionals.

• Welcome Home SIS in Guernsey County helps women transition from the criminal justice 
system to their lives outside, and received funding to support additional clients and to 
purchase computers to increase access to telehealth and counseling appointments, online 
education, and job searches essential for rehabilitation on-site.

The first round of Emergency Response Fund grant awards went to four 

local organizations:



• Community Food Initiatives received funding to ensure that fresh produce reaches 45 
pantries,13 schools, and local donation stations serving Athens, Meigs, Morgan, Vinton, and 
Washington counties for the next two months, all while supporting local farmers and 
producers.

• Hocking County Community Hospital received funding to help increase its capacity to meet 
the needs of COVID-19 patients.

• The Salvation Army of Northeast Ohio received funding to supplement food pantry 
operations in Tuscarawas, Columbiana, Jefferson, and Guernsey counties.

• The St. Vincent de Paul Conference of St. Peter Parish in Clermont County received funding 
to support individuals and families with assistance in accessing food, clothing, medicine, and 
housing.

The Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund is continuing to review 

requests for funding from nonprofits and award grants on a rolling basis.

hwillard@athensmessenger.com
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Ohio University’s Voinovich School provides resources 
for mental health and addiction 

By OHIO News 
Apr 15, 2020 



As COVID-19 continues to spread across the Unites States, mental health 

and addiction services professionals understand all too well the uncertainty 

that is taking a toll on people’s mental health.

Health care providers in Kentucky recently reported a 20 percent increase 

in calls to suicide prevention hotlines in their state, and while Ohio hasn’t 

yet measured a direct impact, its local mental health community is working 

together feverishly to build an arsenal of tools and resources to help people 

cope with increased fear and anxiety.

Dr. Holly Raffle, Professor of Leadership and Public Affairs, leads the 

Programmatic Partnership for Community-Based Prevention for Ohio 

University’s Voinovich School of Leadership and Public Affairs.

With a staff of six employees and the support of five students, the 

Partnership has a wide reach across the state of Ohio. Their work centers on 

building processes to help communities develop long-range strategic plans 

and programs that inspire civic involvement to address real issues. Since 

2008, the Partnership has generated nearly $11.5 million in external project 

funding from state and federal organizations. Additional funding from the 

state legislature’s Appalachian New Economy Partnership is also helping to 

support the ongoing work.

“Our work is providing resources and support to create strong prevention, 

treatment, and recovery communities across Ohio,” Raffle said. “We are 

working with our community partners now to leverage work that was being 

accomplished before the COVID-19 pandemic to develop new tools and 

resources help children and families adjust to the new normal.”



Before COVID-19 started to spread like wildfire across the globe, the 

Partnership worked with the Ohio Suicide Prevention Foundation and the 

Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services to develop an 

initiative and to help strengthen and sustain suicide prevention coalitions 

across the state. There are 17 county-wide coalitions participating in the 

initiative, including four coalitions representing Ohio’s Appalachian region: 

Ashtabula, Clermont, Lawrence, and Wayne counties.

Raffle said the focus of her team’s work has now shifted to finding new ways 

to connect people to one another. For example, the team has organized 

virtual discussion sessions for communities to share expertise and resources 

with each other.

Partners are connecting other ways too. For example, they are providing 

suicide prevention hotline information and messaging with lunches that 

schools are providing to families during the pandemic, finding ways to 

connect with families in a virtual space when there is a suicide death within 

a community, and identifying open communication channels where people 

who have experienced a suicide loss have an opportunity to discuss their 

feelings.

Raffle said she is proud that the Voinovich School has resources to bring 

these communities together to see each other as experts at this important 

time.

“We are working with our suicide prevention coalitions to plan virtual 

interactions and check-ins because we’ve never seen anything like this,” 

Raffle said. “This is a unique confluence of events, where we have this 

economic fallout at a time when we also want people to self-isolate, and 

human beings need other people. It’s almost like we need to look at this 



situation as a health crisis combined with an economic recession, which is 

really concerning because no one can really predict what we are going to 

see. Time will only tell, and we are just trying to be really ahead of it on the 

prevention side as much as possible.”

In addition to providing mental health outreach and assistance, Raffle’s team 

is connecting with local communities to implement, evaluate, and sustain 

evidence-based efforts for prevention, treatment and recovery.

For example, they recently hosted a meeting with substance abuse coalition 

partners in Adams and Lawrence counties where they heard concerns from 

attendees about the ability to continue their work during this crisis. 

Partners talked about their efforts to engage early elementary school 

students in grades K-3 in virtual activities one hour every week, which also 

provided their parents with positive coping skills that will lower substance 

misuse and increase mental wellness.

“This is about restructuring what it is that we do, providing outside 

perspective,” Raffle said. “The University is helping prevention providers that 

are already doing good work see things through a new lens. Their 

contributions are essential during and after the crisis.”

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio and Ohio University have co-invested 

in youth-led prevention programs through the Ohio Adult Allies Initiative, 

which supports young people in leading community change efforts. Need for 

this programming continues to grow, and adult allies rely on OHIO’s 

Partnership for Community-Based Prevention to help engage their youth 

through virtual calls and town hall meetings.



“In this case, we are providing a platform for people to connect and amplify 

the good work they’re already doing in their communities,” Raffle said. 

“Sometimes, these folks just need confirmation that they are doing good 

work.”

Ohio University recently connected community partners with community 

resilience grant funding opportunities from ServeOhio, in conjunction with 

the Corporation for National and Community Service, Honda of America 

Mfg. and AEP Foundation, to support and encourage community service and 

volunteerism for youth.

The Urban Minority Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Outreach Program 

(UMADAOP) has partnered with OHIO during the pandemic to identify ways 

to continue evidence-based programs that support family reunification for 

incarcerated parents and their children. When Ohio’s prison system stopped 

allowing programming in the prisons due to COVID-19, the Partnership 

identified a new funding opportunity with AEP Foundation, which, if funded, 

will provide these families with letter writing materials to write to each 

other to stay connected when there’s no visitation.

“It’s really the Voinovich School just being a connector,” Raffle said. 

“Learning about these opportunities and getting these applications out – in 

all of these cases, we supported people who needed technical assistance. 

This was a really short application, but it’s amazing how a short application 

creates anxiety, but it’s also really amazing what a $2,000 grant can do.”

The Voinovich School has a project funded by the federal Health Resources 

and Services Administration (HRSA) to help communities in Sandusky, 

Seneca, Fairfield, Washington, and Ashtabula counties implement the Rural 

Communities Opioid Response Program. Prior to COVID-19, the grant was 



working to support communities with holistic substance abuse prevention, 

treatment and recovery solutions. The community partners recently 

completed a study to ensure that they were providing culturally and 

linguistically appropriate services to deliver messaging that resonates with 

different cultures and is accessible in multiple languages. They were so 

pleased with this accomplishment because when COVID-19 came, there was 

a real need to get their messages out to all members of the community and 

they had learned they could have a whole website translated by the click of a 

button.

“It’s those awesome little things we find — by working together and working 

through,” Raffle said. “What we provide is a space for communities to work 

through their issues related to drugs and mental health in a systematic way.”





Updated at 8:30 a.m. ET on April 10

In recent days, top U.S. government officials have moved to assure Americans that 

they won't lack for food, despite the coronavirus. 

As he toured a Walmart distribution center, Vice President Pence announced that 

"America's food supply is strong." The Food and Drug Administration's deputy 

commissioner for food, Frank Yiannas (a former Walmart executive) told reporters 

during a teleconference that "there are no widespread or nationwide shortages of 

food, despite local reports of outages."

"There is no need to hoard," Yiannas said.

In fact, the pandemic has caused entirely different problems: a spike in the number of 

people who can't afford groceries and a glut of food where it's not needed. 

Dairy farmers in Wisconsin, Minnesota and Georgia have been forced to dump

thousands of gallons of milk that no one will buy. In Florida, vegetable growers are 

abandoning harvest-ready fields of tomatoes, yellow squash and cucumbers for the 

same reason. 

"We cannot pick the produce if we cannot sell it, because we cannot afford the payroll 

every week," says Kim Jamerson, a vegetable grower near Fort Myers. Those crops 

will be plowed back into the ground. "We'll have to tear 'em up," Jamerson says. "Just 

tear up beautiful vegetables that really could go elsewhere, to food banks, and 

hospitals, and rest homes."



The country's food distribution system, in normal times, is a marvel, efficiently 

delivering huge amounts of food to consumers. But it relies on predictability, like a 

rail system that directs a stream of trains, on set schedules, toward their destinations. 

Now, some of the biggest destinations — chain restaurants, schools and workplace 

cafeterias — have disappeared, and supply chains are struggling to adapt.

Jay Johnson, with JGL Produce, a vegetable broker in Immokalee, Fla., is the kind of 

person who makes this system work — matching buyers with sellers. "You're getting 

phone calls, text messages, emails, all day and all night," he says. " 'What's your price 

on this? What grade? Can you do a better deal?' You're doing all these 

micronegotiations throughout the day."

On Tuesday, March 24, he says, that all changed. "Everything got quiet. Wednesday, 

the 25th, superquiet. Thursday, now we're getting nervous."

Normally, chain restaurants buy a steady supply of produce, week after week. But 

most have shut down — and did so just as Florida's vegetable harvest shifted into 

high gear. "Now you're sitting there with all this production, perfect weather, and 

everybody's like, 'Oh no,' " Johnson says.

He told vegetable grower Mike Jamerson, Kim's husband, that "we're in trouble here. 

And it's to the point where I'm going to fill my warehouse up and I'm going to have to 

tell you to stop picking." That's when workers stopped picking yellow squash on Kim 

Jamerson's farm. 

A week after Jamerson told NPR that they'd have to "tear up" their crops, the 

situation had improved a bit. Workers have resumed picking, but it's now a "salvage 



operation," Jamerson says. Workers are discarding vegetables that weren't picked in 

time. The vegetables that they salvage will be sold at cut-rate prices, with some going 

to food banks.

Something similar has happened to dairy farmers. Milk sales in supermarkets have 

increased, but not enough to make up for the drop in sales of milk to schools and 

cheese to Pizza Hut. Factories that make milk powder can't take any more milk. So 

some milk cooperatives have told their farmers to dump the milk that their cows are 

producing. 

The situation is especially dire for Florida's tomato growers, who sell 80% of their 

production to restaurants and other food service companies, rather than to 

supermarkets. "Think about all the sandwiches that people eat at lunch when they go 

out. Burgers, or salads at restaurants," says Michael Schadler, from the Florida 

Tomato Exchange, which represents some of the state's largest growers. "Many of 

those food service items have tomatoes." 

Schadler says growers already are "walking away from big portions of their crop," 

writing off huge investments. 

Meanwhile, food banks and pantries are having trouble supplying enough food to 

people who need it, including millions of children who no longer are getting free 

meals at school and people who've lost jobs in recent weeks.

Claire Babineaux-Fontenot, CEO of Feeding America, a network of food banks and 

charitable meals programs, says that these programs normally receive large 

donations of unsold food from retail stores. In recent weeks, though, as retailers 

struggled to keep their shelves stocked, "we're seeing as much as a 35% reduction in 

that donation stream from retail," Babineaux-Fontenot says.

Food banks are trying to claim more of the food that is stranded in the food service 

supply chain, either through donations or by buying it. 



"We are capturing some of that. I know we're not capturing all of it, but we have a 

whole team of professionals whose job is to try to make sure that we capture as much 

of it as we possibly can," Babineaux-Fontenot says. "So we're having conversations 

with major restaurants. We're having conversations with major producers, with trade 

associations, the whole gamut."

Kim Jamerson thinks "it's just a shame" to have enough food, but not be able to get it 

to the people in need. "A woman who's got two kids how can she live on 

unemployment, go into a grocery store and pay 90 cents for a cucumber? She just 

can't do that."

Part of the problem is that it takes labor to move produce from one place to another, 

and people are still figuring out who will pay for that. Jamerson says she can't afford 

to pay workers to pick a crop that will be donated. She wants the government to step 

in, provide workers or the money to pay them, and make sure food gets to where it's 

needed. "The government could send the food to the hospitals, the rest homes, to the 

food banks, to the churches," she says.

Jay Johnson, the produce broker, says there are signs of hope. The food banks in 

Florida, he says, are starting to buy some of his vegetables and figuring out new ways 

to distribute them. 

They asked Johnson to pack some vegetables in smaller packs, so food banks don't 

need so many volunteers to repack them. "They're understaffed, and don't have 

warehouse space, and they're having to think creatively," he says. 

"I see a little bit of light at the end of the tunnel here," he says, adding that he won't 

make money on those sales to food banks. Farmers won't either, but at least they'll be 

able to keep their workforce employed until, hopefully, better times arrive.



By Erin Mansfield and Shelly Conlon, USA TODAY Network, Dean Narciso, Columbus Dispatch 
Posted Apr 17, 2020 at 3:06 PM

Corey Shepherd teaches fifth graders in rural Alaska in a school district the size of Indiana. The terrain there is so 

rural that only airplanes and snowmobiles connect the district’s 11 tiny villages.

Shepherd is one of more than 7,000 teachers in his state trying to make the most of teaching his students since the 

governor closed schools to in-person learning to stop the spread of the coronavirus. One method he isn’t relying on: 

online learning.

>> This story is being provided free as a public service to our readers during the coronavirus outbreak. You can find

more stories on coronavirus here. Please support local journalism by subscribing to The Columbus Dispatch at

subscribe.dispatch.com.

“Around half of my students have access to the internet on some device at home,” Shepherd said. “Internet service is 

very expensive in rural Alaska and comes with data caps. Internet service is also prone to interruptions due to 

weather.”

For those who already have service, there’s help: Across the nation, many internet providers have agreed to waive 

late fees and end disconnects for families in financial hardship. But millions without high-speed internet at home, 

especially in rural Appalachian communities, have been left to fend for themselves as governments shut down their 

school buildings and mandate distance learning.

A study by Microsoft in 2018 estimated that about half of Americans -- 163 million people -- do not have high-speed 

internet at home.

In the Symmes Valley Local School District in Lawrence County, in southern Ohio, Superintendent Darrell 

Humphreys estimates that less than 15% of his 800 students have “good internet,” capable of streaming video.

“That’s the key,” he said. “Without it, you can’t do all the things that other districts are able to do.”

The rural district has Wi-Fi in its two-building campus, when it’s open. But within a 30-minute drive there is no 

McDonald’s or other fast-food place that has an internet hot spot. In fact, “a large part of the district doesn’t even 

have cellphone service,” Humphreys said.

Instead, assignment packets, about 20 pages each, have been mailed to each student’s home. It’s an honor system that 

he hopes will be taken seriously.

Coronavirus for kids without internet: Quarantined worksheets, 
learning in parking lots



Broadband usage by Ohio county

Source: Microsoft CARLIE PROCELL/USA TODAY NETWORK

The map shows the percentage of people who had high-speed internet 
service at home in each Ohio county in 2018, according to research by 
Microsoft. Minimum broadband speeds are adequate for video conferencing 
and video streaming.

In Ohio, a decades-old debate over equity in school funding is again being played out amid closed schools and 

businesses.

“That debate has gone on my entire career,” said Humphreys. “I think we have leaders who are recognizing, starkly, 

that there are inequalities in opportunity. If they can’t recognize that there’s a problem now, then they don’t want 

to.”

The federal government’s $2 trillion stimulus package doesn’t address this digital divide, even though nearly all 

American schools are closed. A $2 billion proposal from Democrats to help expand online access didn’t make it out 

of the Senate, according to Politico. A $50 million proposal from the Trump administration didn’t either.



In Southwestern City Schools, which includes Grove City, 58% of the 22,000 students are considered economically 

disadvantaged. About 150 satellite-driven portable Wi-Fi devices have been sent to families. And 15,000 

Chromebook laptops also have been handed out.

For those still lacking wireless, parents park outside schools, enabling their kids to capture one from a school for 

homework or online classes, said Sandy Nekoloff, schools spokeswoman.

Earlier this month, Google said it would help address the problem in California, where in-person school is expected 

to be canceled for the rest of the academic year. The internet search company will provide free Wi-Fi to 100,000 

rural California families through the end of the school year, plus 4,000 Chromebooks for students.

The problem stretches beyond rural America. In Phoenix, three high school students were found huddled under a 

blanket outside a closed elementary school, the president of the city’s school board said. They couldn’t connect to the 

internet from home, so they camped out to access the school’s Wi-Fi to do their homework.

They need broadband now. They’ve waited for years.

Tens of millions of people across the United States have waited for access to broadband internet for as long as their 

friends and loved ones in other places have enjoyed home service.

Congress declined to regulate the internet as a utility in 1996, a decision that means no agency can force providers to 

run broadband cables to homes or set pricing.

The Federal Communications Commission decided in the early 2000s not to regulate the internet as a telephone 

service, a decision that would take an act of Congress to change.

Instead of utility-type regulation, the FCC has spent hundreds of billions of dollars paying incentives to encourage 

internet service providers to improve access to rural areas. Often, that money does not require companies to offer 

speeds high enough to allow a videoconference or the streaming a video.

Many families can’t afford high-speed internet service or have chosen not to get it. But the FCC estimated in 2017 

that at least 21 million Americans could not hook up because there were no connections nearby and there was no 

likelihood a company would provide one anytime soon.

When it comes to online learning, speed matters. Amelia Ross can do her schoolwork from home -- she just has to 

make sure no one else is online first.

“We have internet,” Amelia said of her home in Milton, a hamlet in rural eastern Indiana. “It’s just very slow. If 

anybody else in the house is on the internet, it’s really hard to do things.”

In Athens County in southern Ohio, Alexander Local Schools, where no more than a third of surveyed students said 

they had reliable internet, the district decided early in the virus crisis to paper-only learning, said Lindy L. Douglas, 

superintendent

“As parents are working from home and students are working on classwork, the service that they do have was very 

slow and could not accommodate more than 2 people on the internet service at a time.”



Instead, custodians, janitors and bus drivers are helping compile and send out more than 1,500 learning packets, 

each containing two weeks’ work.

Not ′even $1 billion’ to connect students

Congress could pay companies to extend high-speed lines as part of a stimulus package. The federal lawmakers did 

so in 2010, in an almost New Deal-like response to the Great Recession. But neither of the first two coronavirus 

relief bills that went through Congress addressed students’ access to broadband.

“I cannot understand how the U.S. Senate can approve a $2 trillion emergency package and not find even $1 billion 

to ensure that every school child in America can connect to the internet on a functioning device,” James P. Steyer, 

CEO of Common Sense, a nonprofit education advocacy group, said in a statement last week.

“Up to 12 million lower-income and many rural-based kids do not have adequate access to broadband or modern 

devices, impacting student outcomes and exacerbating economic inequality,” Steyer said. “Now that most American 

schoolkids must learn from home because of COVID-19, it is an even bigger problem.”

The stimulus bill, known as the CARES Act, provides $200 million to boost telehealth services. The FCC will have 

the authority to fund telehealth programs across the country quickly, freeing up inpatient capacity at hospitals, 

Chairman Ajit Pai said in a statement.

In his own statement, Commissioner Geoffrey Starks called on the FCC to provide its own “connectivity stimulus” 

to help bridge the digital divide for Americans, including schoolchildren. He said the FCC should assess its legal 

power and “take bold action to respond to the current crisis.”

Meanwhile, the FCC is extending a deadline to apply for a federal program called e-rate that helps schools and 

libraries afford to upgrade their connections. The FCC is also relaxing rules to allow the general public to use those 

connections.

In Ohio, InnovateOhio kicked off in December its Ohio Broadband Strategy to expand and enhance the state’s 

services, said Lt. Gov. Jon Husted. Shortly after, the pandemic hit.

“This has really put a spotlight on the problem,” he said. “We’re still desperately short of the resources that we will 

need to make the progress at the speed we need to make it.”

He’d like to a see a state bidding process to get providers to serve low-income areas, subsidized by government.

“They have to get a return on their investment to put it in the ground,” he said of companies’ typical $65,000 per-

mile costs that need that need to be recovered in seven years.

He’s hoping a portion of the federal recovery stimulus package can be used to help fund public-private initiatives to 

bring broadband into all homes, especially those in remote and struggling areas.

“If we want these children to be our workforce of the future, we need to get them access to these technologies.”

Companies and schools step up



Without a government mandate, some of the nation’s largest internet service providers and the smallest public 

schools are helping low-income families connect amid the pandemic.

Comcast, one of the largest providers in the country, is offering a package with 25 megabits-per-second download 

speeds and 3 megabits-per-second upload speeds, the threshold for high-speed internet service, for $9.95 a month. 

The company also is upgrading its other packages to those speeds.

Cox has introduced a no-contract plan for $19.99 a month designed for low-income customers. The downloading 

speed is up to 50 megabits per second. The company also will relax data caps for many of its existing customers.

Through June 30, Verizon is tripling the data allowances for tablets and laptops at school districts that receive 

federal grants because they serve large populations of low-income students. The company estimates 116,000 

students will benefit.

Other districts are turning to paper.

In Parkston, South Dakota, the district surveyed families to find out which ones did not have internet access in order 

to design an e-learning program, according to superintendent Shayne McIntosh.

To serve those students, the district prints out hard copies of work and puts them in packets for the students to do at 

home. Families pick up and drop off students’ work at the school, and if they can’t, a staff member will deliver.

After families turn the completed work back in, teachers wait 72 hours to grade it to make sure any virus on the 

schoolwork has died.

Reporters Arika Herron of The Indianapolis Star and Timothy Chipp of the Abilene Reporter-News (Texas) contributed to this 

story.
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'It got ugly': What happened when 
Black Lives Matter protests came to 
small town Ohio
Dan Horn Cincinnati Enquirer

BETHEL, Ohio – Donna Henson sat on her front porch last weekend, as she always 

does when the weather is nice, and watched dozens of her neighbors walk by with 

bats in their hands or guns strapped to their sides.

They were married couples, friends and relatives, young people and old. All heading 

up Union Street, toward the center of town.

Henson, 78, figured they’d heard the same rumors she had, the ones about busloads 

of people coming to her town to join small Black Lives Matter protests on Sunday 

and Monday. Word was hundreds could arrive from Cincinnati or Columbus or 

Detroit.

Henson was afraid, and she guessed her neighbors were, too. If they didn’t do 

something, if they didn’t show up armed and ready, the unrest they’d seen on TV for 

weeks on far off American streets could come to Bethel, a village of 2,800.

“Everybody had a gun,” Henson said Tuesday, recalling the scene. “Like a cowboy 

show.”

A movement that had swept into many of the nation’s big cities was about to reach a 

small town, a rural enclave where the message from demonstrators would be heard 

not as a wake-up call or a rallying cry but as a challenge to a way of life.

In Bethel, peaceful protesters would be seen by some as no different from looters 

and rioters. They represented chaos, the problems of other people from other places.



The protesters call for police reform, decry racism and criticize President Donald 

Trump. Many from Bethel support the police, say racism isn’t a problem here and fly 

“Trump 2020” flags in their front yards.

“We just want it to stop,” said Brad McCall, a carpenter and longtime resident who 

joined counterprotesters. “We got a peaceful town. We don’t want our town 

destroyed.”

As it turned out, there were no busloads of protesters, there was no invasion 

by outsiders. Police estimated 80 to 100 people showed up to support Black Lives 

Matter, including the organizer, a 36-year-old substitute teacher from Bethel who 

makes arts and crafts.

They were met by the much larger crowd Henson had seen from her front porch. 

Hundreds of them, counterprotesters and curious townspeople, many on 

motorcycles and brandishing weapons.

Some yelled at the protesters to leave, blocked their way when they were marching 

and pushed and shoved them to the ground. A man with a Confederate flag covering 

his face ripped up one of the protesters’ signs while the crowd cheered.

“I felt like we were walking a gantlet,” said Lois Dennis, 63, who attended the 

demonstration with her daughter.

Images of the confrontation went viral on social media, in part because few had seen 

anything quite like it since the protests over the police killing of George Floyd in 

Minneapolis began almost a month ago.

Suddenly, tiny Bethel was another act in an unfolding national drama. Critics called 

the town a racist backwater. Supporters praised residents for standing up to 

ignorant protesters. Townspeople, for the most part, were stunned by all the 

attention.

Before this, Bethel, about 30 miles east of Cincinnati, was known mostly as the 

home of Ulysses S. Grant's father, though the nation’s 18th president and 

commander of Union forces during the Civil War lived here only a short time. Bethel 



also was a stop on the Underground Railroad, a bit of history some protesters said 

made it a logical choice for a Black Lives Matter rally.

History didn’t matter much last weekend. Counterprotesters said they didn’t 

understand why anyone would want to protest police brutality against African 

Americans in a small town like this one.

Bethel is 97% white, according to the U.S. Census, and almost 0.5% of the 

population identifies as Black.

“Why bring it to Bethel?” McCall said. “Why not go to Chicago? Look how many 

Black people are getting killed in Chicago. Black people are not getting killed in 

Bethel.”

‘They don't want change’

Sharon Middleton listened Tuesday afternoon as McCall spoke in a parking lot not 

far from the site of the protests the previous days. Middleton was born and raised in 

Bethel and still lives in the house she grew up in.

She said the demonstrations were a mistake but not for the same reason McCall did.

“It’s not a tolerant community,” she said.

Middleton, who is white, has been living for years with Jon Richardson, an African 

American man. She said most people don’t give her trouble about it, but some do, 

including her mother, who hasn’t spoken to her in months.

When she read about the Black Lives Matter protest on Facebook, Middleton figured 

the protest organizers didn’t know her town as well as she did. “They were naïve,” 

she said. “They think they can put their Black Lives Matter signs up and change 

people’s minds.”

Richardson said he went to the protest and took some photos, but he said he wasn’t 

going to carry a sign. Since only a handful of the protesters were people of color, 

Richardson said, he would’ve stood out and been an easy target if things got ugly.

“I live here,” he said.



Richardson said he saw neighbors who never carry guns carrying them for the first 

time at the protest. “A lot of it is foolishness,” he said.

For Middleton, the guns and the anger are all about the fear of change. She said 

Bethel hasn’t changed much in her lifetime and that’s fine with most of its residents. 

“They don’t want change,” she said.

Richardson put his arm around Middleton and kissed her cheek.

“People are just people,” she said. “He just has a little more melanin in his skin.”

'A sad day for Bethel'

Chris Karnes hasn’t lived in Bethel as long as Middleton, but he said he’s more 

hopeful the town’s residents can find common ground.

He moved here with his wife, a native, about 10 years ago, and he likes the place. He 

said his neighbors are friendly, even if they don’t share his more liberal politics. “It’s 

Trump country,” he said Tuesday. “You have to learn to live with people’s 

differences.”

Karnes wasn’t encouraged by the response to the protests. He saw people he knew, 

some better than others, swearing at protesters and trying to intimidate them. He 

saw punches thrown at a man who did nothing but carry a sign.

“You live in a small community like this, you get to know a lot of people,” he said. “I 

don’t know. It was a sad day for Bethel.”

As he spoke, Wayne Sulken, who’s lived in Bethel for almost 30 years, parked his 

pickup and got out. He listened to Karnes for a few minutes before speaking.

“I know it got ugly,” he said. “But there were thugs on both sides.”

Sulken said he went to the protests Sunday and Monday, bringing his pistol Monday, 

not to cause trouble but to keep the peace. He said that’s why most residents showed 

up: They had heard outsiders were coming to stir things up.



“We didn’t know what was going to happen,” Sulken said. “Are our homes going to 

get burned down? Are our stores going to get looted? We heard the rumors they 

were going to bus them in.”

Sulken told Karnes he thought outsiders were behind the protests, namely antifa, a 

loose-knit anti-fascist group Trump has blamed for protests and unrest. Whoever 

was behind it, Sulken said, Bethel residents didn’t want any part of it.

Karnes and Sulken were on opposite sides of the protest, but they agreed on one 

thing Tuesday afternoon. Sort of.

“The worst thing is the impression the world is getting from Bethel,” Karnes said. 

“I’d say it was the actions of a few violent individuals.”

“On both sides,” Sulken said.

“Ahhhhh,” Karnes said, shaking his head. “I thought you might say that.”

Before parting ways, the two men shook hands. Karnes walked toward his home a 

few blocks away and Sulken climbed back into his pickup.

Hope for more conversations, less anger

As evening approached Tuesday, Bethel Police Chief Steve Teague responded to a 

noise complaint about a man with a bullhorn across the street from the Grant 

Memorial building, where protesters had gathered on previous days.

He found an African American man shouting, “Black lives matter” on the sidewalk. 

He told him about the complaint and asked him to stop.  

Then the two sat down on the steps with a few other Bethel residents and talked 

about what was happening.

“Everybody was respectful,” Teague said. “We welcome all of them, as long as they’re 

peaceful.”



He said most have been. Despite the images circulating on social media, Teague 

said, most interactions were nonviolent and only a few counterprotesters got 

physical with demonstrators.

Teague, a former jet engine designer at GE, has been chief in Bethel for a year. The 

past few days are unlike anything he’s faced on the job, and he knows it doesn’t look 

good for the town he’s called home for the past six years.

He got emails and texts from people he’s never met from all over the country, saying, 

“I can’t believe your town is racist.”

“Those people have a 15-second clip, and they’re judging our entire town,” Teague 

said. “That’s just not right.”

A few blocks away, Donna Henson was on her front porch again, watching evening 

fall on an empty Union Street. It was another beautiful afternoon.

She sat next to her boyfriend, Mike Luck, surrounded by flower boxes and an 

American flag flapping in the breeze. Her dog, a Pekingese named Goldie, roamed 

the porch.

'It's what I think': Mississippi official doubles down on racist comments after 

Confederate statue vote

Rayshard Brooks video: Legal scholars break down key moments in shooting 

timeline

Henson said she’s watched the protests on TV for weeks and struggles to understand 

why everyone has been so upset for so long. She's lived in Clermont County her 

whole life and, until now, the protests and unrest had seemed distant, like someone 

else's problem.

“I’ve never been around Black people,” she said. “I just wish everybody could get 

along.”

She said she was appalled by the video of George Floyd's death, but she wants the 

protests to end. She wants her town to get back to normal, back to the way it’s 

always been.
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