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This Communications Coverage Report includes newsclips 
received from March 1 – March 31, 2020 

If these 56 online articles and five print articles were 
ads, we would have paid (ad equivalency): 

$319,898.14 

These five print articles reached an estimated 
circulation of: 46,070 

FAO Funds:  7 Articles 

FAO Grants: 54 Articles 

This Month’s Highlights: 
• Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund to Support COVID-19 Response
• Landrum Endowment Fund Presents Grants to Local Agencies and Schools

Interesting Reads: 
• Location Data Says It All: Staying at Home During Coronavirus Is a Luxury
• In Appalachia, Crafting a Road to Recovery with Dulcimer Strings
• Seeds of Despair
• Small-Town Hospitals are Closing Just As Coronavirus Arrives in Rural America

News to Share: 
• FAO Launches Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund to Support COVID-19 Crisis (Web,

Facebook)
• Meigs County Community Fund Awards Grants to Provide Support During COVID-19 Crisis (Web)
• Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund Continues to Support Basic Needs (Web)
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Click here to read press clips packets from recent months.
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T-L Photo/CARRI GRAHAM Sandi Thompson speaks with commissioners about Harrison County’s

newest program that provides children with free books each month. The Ohio Governor’s Imagination

Library recently launched in Harrison County and provides free monthly books for children ages birth

to 5 years old.

CADIZ — Children throughout Harrison County are receiving free books, 

thanks to a newly launched program in the county.



The Ohio Governor’s Imagination Library has made its way to the Ohio 

Valley with programs now located in Monroe, Belmont and Harrison 

counties. The OGIL is a partnership with Dolly Parton’s Imagination 

Library to ensure children entering the classroom are ready to succeed.

The Ohio General Assembly matches local donations made to the 

program. According to the program, studies show that children with just 

25 books in their home are more likely to complete an additional two 

years of education than those without books. 

Sandi Thompson, director of Puskarich Public Library, said the 

organization held a launch night March 5 at the Harrison Elementary 

School’s Literacy Night for children of the county. The Puskarich Public 

Library is serving as the program’s local coordinator. 

“It’s all working perfectly, and we’re really excited about the project,”

she said.

328 West Union Street
Athens, OH 45701
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Staff from the library, Harrison County Retired Teachers Association and 

Harrison County commissioners aided with enrollees at the event.

Children ages birth to 5 years old can enroll in the program in order to 

receive free books from the OGIL. After enrollment children will begin 

receiving a new book each month that is sent straight to their home at no 

cost to the family, Thompson said.

“Research has shown that book ownership can be a predictor of future 

academic success. This is why we are so glad to be a part of bringing the 

program to Harrison County,” she said.

In Harrison County, more than 180 children are now enrolled in the 

program, but officials say they would like to see more. 

The first sets of books were recently delivered to enrolled children over 

this past weekend, Thompson said. 

“We were so excited to see the books come in to everyone. Developing 

literacy begins at birth and by the age of 3 a child’s brain is already 80 

percent developed, and by kindergarten they must have a knowledge 

base of a thousands of words in order to succeed in the classroom,” she 

said.

The best way to ensure a child is armed with the knowledge needed to 

succeed is for them to have access to books, Thompson said.

“Reading aloud to a child is very important as well as giving them 

access to books,” she said.

The program is now available in the county thanks to the state of Ohio 

and an anonymous donor, Thompson said. Thanks in part to the donor, 

the program is funded and available in the county until December 2022.

Thompson attended Wednesday’s Harrison County Board of 

Commissioners meeting to thank the commissioners for their continued 

support with the program.



“I appreciate the fact (that) the commissioners are working with other 

agencies and individuals to help make this project sustainable and we 

are very thankful for your support,” she said to commissioners. 

Commissioner Don Bethel thanked Thompson for her work and for 

spearheading the project locally. 

“You’ve been so great not only for the county and for everything, but this 

in particular,” he said. “I really appreciate what you’ve been doing.”

Local program officials are working to secure additional donations to 

continue the program for years to come. Donations may be made to the 

Harrison County Imagination Library Fund through the Foundation for 

Appalachian Ohio. Approximately $25 provides one child with books for a 

year through the program. 

Monroe County Commissioner Mick Schumacher said Monroe County’s 

Imagination Library program has been underway for some time. More 

than 40 children are enrolled in the program with around 800 eligible 

children in the county. Schumacher said they have received additional 

applications for enrollment. Monroe’s program is not yet fully funded, he 

said, however it received a few “sizable” donations recently. Those 

wishing to donate may do so through the United Way. 

Belmont County officials were planning a launch for the Imagination 

Library program for the county at 11 a.m. Thursday at the Martins Ferry 

Public Library. However due to recent events involving the coronavirus, 

the launch date has been canceled. Those wishing to participate may still 

do so via the online registration. 

Online registration for all three counties may be reached by visiting 

OhioImaginationLibrary.com/enroll.

Today's breaking news and more in your inbox
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POSTED ON MARCH 31, 2020 BY SARAH HAWLEY

Appalachian Ohio EmergencyAppalachian Ohio Emergency
Response Fund to support COVID-19Response Fund to support COVID-19
responseresponse

NEWS

NELSONVILLE — The Foundation for
Appalachian Ohio has launched the Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund because
there are urgent needs facing our communities, and our region’s nonprofit and public
organizations are stepping up to meet this expanding need head-on.

Across the country, we see needs that have emerged in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Appalachian Ohio’s communities, however, face the increased needs of their citizens with an
added challenge — a significant philanthropy gap. With nine times fewer philanthropic dollars per
capita than the rest of Ohio, our region does not have the same capacity for the grants and
partnerships that are so crucial in responding to moments like this one.

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) has been working to change that every day, but this
philanthropy gap makes it all the more important for our region to band together to support the
nonprofits and public organizations responding to the current crisis. Through many gifts coming
together, there will be a far greater impact. As everyone looks to find a way to help, a gift to the
Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund, which can be made at
www.AppalachianOhio.org/Coronavirus, is a powerful way to make a difference.

The Emergency Response Fund will make grant awards to help 501(c)(3) nonprofits and public
organizations whose resources are, and will continue to be, strained by this unprecedented
event, as they work to expand and modify how they deliver their services. The Fund will begin
making grant awards over the coming weeks, focusing on immediate needs, including basic
necessities and the health and safety of our most vulnerable populations during the COVID-19
outbreak. Nonprofits and public organizations that are interested in sharing their needs or
learning more should visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Coronavirus.
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“Our nonprofits are feeding our neighbors, serving our seniors, providing vital childcare, and
protecting all of our health,” said Foundation for Appalachian Ohio President & CEO Cara Dingus
Brook. “They play an essential role in our communities every day, but now we see them all
stepping in to grow their services, reach more individuals and families, and help us all weather
these unprecedented times. They cannot do it alone. I hope those who are able will join us with a
gift to provide the help that is needed now more than ever.”

FAO and the Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund serve Appalachian Ohio’s 32
counties: Adams, Ashtabula, Athens, Belmont, Brown, Carroll, Clermont, Columbiana, Coshocton,
Gallia, Guernsey, Harrison, Highland, Hocking, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Lawrence,
Mahoning, Meigs, Monroe, Morgan, Muskingum, Noble, Perry, Pike, Ross, Scioto, Trumbull,
Tuscarawas, Vinton, and Washington counties.

The Fund was created with dollars from FAO and a number of individual donors, who are
showing their support for their neighbors and the communities they love. This week, the
Osteopathic Heritage Foundations joined FAO as a partner in our work to grow the Emergency
Response Fund and connect funding to nonprofit and public organizations that are meeting the
ever-growing needs of the people who call Appalachian Ohio’s communities home.

Every gift to the Emergency Response Fund, no matter its size, will allow the Fund to make a
greater difference for the nonprofits and communities of Appalachian Ohio.

To support the Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund with a gift today, visit
www.AppalachianOhio.org/Coronavirus or contact FAO at info@ffao.org or 740.753.1111.

The children of Appalachian Ohio, past and present, have a history of banding together.
Together, we can do more. With a gift, we can show our support for the nonprofits and
community organizations protecting our seniors, caring for patients, feeding our children, and
carrying Appalachian Ohio forward.

About the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) is a regional community foundation serving the 32
counties of Appalachian Ohio. A 501(c)(3) public charity, the Foundation creates opportunities for
Appalachian Ohio’s citizens and communities by inspiring and supporting philanthropy. For more
information about FAO, visit www.AppalachianOhio.org.

Information provided by the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio.
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NEWS

NELSONVILLE — The Foundation for
Appalachian Ohio has launched the Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund because
there are urgent needs facing our communities, and our region’s nonprofit and public
organizations are stepping up to meet this expanding need head-on.

Across the country, we see needs that have emerged in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Appalachian Ohio’s communities, however, face the increased needs of their citizens with an
added challenge — a significant philanthropy gap. With nine times fewer philanthropic dollars per
capita than the rest of Ohio, our region does not have the same capacity for the grants and
partnerships that are so crucial in responding to moments like this one.

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) has been working to change that every day, but this
philanthropy gap makes it all the more important for our region to band together to support the
nonprofits and public organizations responding to the current crisis. Through many gifts coming
together, there will be a far greater impact. As everyone looks to find a way to help, a gift to the
Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund, which can be made at
www.AppalachianOhio.org/Coronavirus, is a powerful way to make a difference.

The Emergency Response Fund will make grant awards to help 501(c)(3) nonprofits and public
organizations whose resources are, and will continue to be, strained by this unprecedented
event, as they work to expand and modify how they deliver their services. The Fund will begin
making grant awards over the coming weeks, focusing on immediate needs, including basic
necessities and the health and safety of our most vulnerable populations during the COVID-19
outbreak. Nonprofits and public organizations that are interested in sharing their needs or
learning more should visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Coronavirus.
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“Our nonprofits are feeding our neighbors, serving our seniors, providing vital childcare, and
protecting all of our health,” said Foundation for Appalachian Ohio President & CEO Cara Dingus
Brook. “They play an essential role in our communities every day, but now we see them all
stepping in to grow their services, reach more individuals and families, and help us all weather
these unprecedented times. They cannot do it alone. I hope those who are able will join us with a
gift to provide the help that is needed now more than ever.”

FAO and the Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund serve Appalachian Ohio’s 32
counties: Adams, Ashtabula, Athens, Belmont, Brown, Carroll, Clermont, Columbiana, Coshocton,
Gallia, Guernsey, Harrison, Highland, Hocking, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Lawrence,
Mahoning, Meigs, Monroe, Morgan, Muskingum, Noble, Perry, Pike, Ross, Scioto, Trumbull,
Tuscarawas, Vinton, and Washington counties.

The Fund was created with dollars from FAO and a number of individual donors, who are
showing their support for their neighbors and the communities they love. This week, the
Osteopathic Heritage Foundations joined FAO as a partner in our work to grow the Emergency
Response Fund and connect funding to nonprofit and public organizations that are meeting the
ever-growing needs of the people who call Appalachian Ohio’s communities home.

Every gift to the Emergency Response Fund, no matter its size, will allow the Fund to make a
greater difference for the nonprofits and communities of Appalachian Ohio.

To support the Appalachian Ohio Emergency Response Fund with a gift today, visit
www.AppalachianOhio.org/Coronavirus or contact FAO at info@ffao.org or 740.753.1111.

The children of Appalachian Ohio, past and present, have a history of banding together.
Together, we can do more. With a gift, we can show our support for the nonprofits and
community organizations protecting our seniors, caring for patients, feeding our children, and
carrying Appalachian Ohio forward.

About the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) is a regional community foundation serving the 32
counties of Appalachian Ohio. A 501(c)(3) public charity, the Foundation creates opportunities for
Appalachian Ohio’s citizens and communities by inspiring and supporting philanthropy. For more
information about FAO, visit www.AppalachianOhio.org.

Information provided by the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio.
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Posted Mar 5, 2020 at 12:01 AM

NELSONVILLE — Grant applications are now available for projects promoting economic 

growth in 16 eastern Ohio counties including Guernsey County. 

Applications are available through the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund at the Foundation for 

Appalachian Ohio (FAO) and may be found online at www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hileman. 

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund promotes economic development and growth, a cause that was 

close to Mr. Hileman’s heart. The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working 

to promote economic growth within the 16 counties served by Eastern Ohio Development 

Alliance, comprising Athens, Belmont, Carroll, Columbiana, Coshocton, Guernsey, Harrison, 

Holmes, Jefferson, Monroe, Morgan, Muskingum, Noble, Perry, Tuscarawas, and Washington 

counties. 

Hileman passed away in February 2015 after a lifetime of service to eastern Ohio. He was a 

native of Columbiana County and worked for Columbia Gas of Ohio for 40 years, serving 

Carrollton, Jackson, and Cambridge in Appalachian Ohio. After his retirement, he remained 

committed to improving quality of life and steadfastly promoting his community of Cambridge 

in Guernsey County, where he shared his final years with his wife, Evelyn. 

The 2020 grant round represents the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund’s first competitive grant 

awards. In its first three years, the fund awarded strategic grants to support economic growth. 

Last year, the Fund supported the United Way of Guernsey, Monroe, and Noble Counties and 

their Young Professionals Program. The program connected students in the Rolling Hills and 

Cambridge City school districts with professionals across a variety of fields and who are under 

the age of 40. The program exposed students to careers that would allow them to make a great 

living in their local community. 

This year, the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund plans to award up to $2,000 in grants through its 

first competitive grant round. Individual grant requests should not exceed $1,000. 

Dale Hileman Legacy Fund grant applications available



Applications are due by March 31, to the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio, PO Box 456, 

Nelsonville, OH 45764. For more information about the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund and for 

the grant application, please visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hileman or call FAO at 

740.753.1111.
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NELSONVILLE — Grant applications are now available for projects promoting economic 

growth in 16 eastern Ohio counties including Guernsey County. 

Applications are available through the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund at the Foundation for 

Appalachian Ohio (FAO) and may be found online at www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hileman. 

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund promotes economic development and growth, a cause that was 

close to Mr. Hileman’s heart. The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working 

to promote economic growth within the 16 counties served by Eastern Ohio Development 

Alliance, comprising Athens, Belmont, Carroll, Columbiana, Coshocton, Guernsey, Harrison, 

Holmes, Jefferson, Monroe, Morgan, Muskingum, Noble, Perry, Tuscarawas, and Washington 

counties. 

Hileman passed away in February 2015 after a lifetime of service to eastern Ohio. He was a 

native of Columbiana County and worked for Columbia Gas of Ohio for 40 years, serving 

Carrollton, Jackson, and Cambridge in Appalachian Ohio. After his retirement, he remained 

committed to improving quality of life and steadfastly promoting his community of Cambridge 

in Guernsey County, where he shared his final years with his wife, Evelyn. 

The 2020 grant round represents the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund’s first competitive grant 

awards. In its first three years, the fund awarded strategic grants to support economic growth. 

Last year, the Fund supported the United Way of Guernsey, Monroe, and Noble Counties and 

their Young Professionals Program. The program connected students in the Rolling Hills and 

Cambridge City school districts with professionals across a variety of fields and who are under 

the age of 40. The program exposed students to careers that would allow them to make a great 

living in their local community. 

This year, the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund plans to award up to $2,000 in grants through its 

first competitive grant round. Individual grant requests should not exceed $1,000. 

Dale Hileman Legacy Fund grant applications available



Applications are due by March 31, to the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio, PO Box 456, 

Nelsonville, OH 45764. For more information about the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund and for 

the grant application, please visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hileman or call FAO at 

740.753.1111.
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in Guernsey County, where he shared his final years with his wife, Evelyn. 

The 2020 grant round represents the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund’s first competitive grant 

awards. In its first three years, the fund awarded strategic grants to support economic growth. 

Last year, the Fund supported the United Way of Guernsey, Monroe, and Noble Counties and 

their Young Professionals Program. The program connected students in the Rolling Hills and 

Cambridge City school districts with professionals across a variety of fields and who are under 

the age of 40. The program exposed students to careers that would allow them to make a great 

living in their local community. 

This year, the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund plans to award up to $2,000 in grants through its 

first competitive grant round. Individual grant requests should not exceed $1,000. 

Dale Hileman Legacy Fund grant applications available



Applications are due by March 31, to the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio, PO Box 456, 

Nelsonville, OH 45764. For more information about the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund and for 

the grant application, please visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hileman or call FAO at 

740.753.1111.
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NELSONVILLE — Grant applications are now available for projects promoting economic
growth in 16 eastern Ohio counties including Guernsey County. 

Applications are available through the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund at the Foundation for
Appalachian Ohio (FAO) and may be found online at
www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hileman
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that was close to Mr. Hileman’s heart. The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports
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Hileman passed away in February 2015 after a  l ifetime of service to eastern Ohio. He was
a native of Columbiana County and worked for Columbia Gas of Ohio for 40 years,
serving Carrol l ton, Jackson, and Cambridge in Appalachian Ohio. After his retirement,
he remained committed to improving qual ity of l ife and steadfastly promoting his
community of Cambridge in Guernsey County, where he shared his final  years with his
wife, Evelyn. 

The 2020 grant round represents the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund’s first competitive grant
awards. In its first three years, the fund awarded strategic grants to support economic
growth. Last year, the Fund supported the United Way of Guernsey, Monroe, and Noble
Counties and their Young Professionals Program. The program connected students in the
Roll ing Hil ls and Cambridge City school  districts with professionals across a  variety of
fields and who are under the age of 40. The program exposed students to careers that
would al low them to make a  great l iving in their local  community. 

This year, the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund plans to award up to $2,000 in grants through
its first competitive grant round. Individual  grant requests should not exceed $1,000. 

Applications are due by March 31, to the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio, PO Box 456,
Nelsonvil le, OH 45764. For more information about the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund and
for the grant application, please visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hileman
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Posted Mar 5, 2020 at 12:01 AM

NELSONVILLE — Grant applications are now available for projects promoting economic 

growth in 16 eastern Ohio counties including Guernsey County. 

Applications are available through the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund at the Foundation for 

Appalachian Ohio (FAO) and may be found online at www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hileman. 

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund promotes economic development and growth, a cause that was 

close to Mr. Hileman’s heart. The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working 

to promote economic growth within the 16 counties served by Eastern Ohio Development 

Alliance, comprising Athens, Belmont, Carroll, Columbiana, Coshocton, Guernsey, Harrison, 

Holmes, Jefferson, Monroe, Morgan, Muskingum, Noble, Perry, Tuscarawas, and Washington 

counties. 

Hileman passed away in February 2015 after a lifetime of service to eastern Ohio. He was a 

native of Columbiana County and worked for Columbia Gas of Ohio for 40 years, serving 

Carrollton, Jackson, and Cambridge in Appalachian Ohio. After his retirement, he remained 

committed to improving quality of life and steadfastly promoting his community of Cambridge 

in Guernsey County, where he shared his final years with his wife, Evelyn. 

The 2020 grant round represents the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund’s first competitive grant 

awards. In its first three years, the fund awarded strategic grants to support economic growth. 

Last year, the Fund supported the United Way of Guernsey, Monroe, and Noble Counties and 

their Young Professionals Program. The program connected students in the Rolling Hills and 

Cambridge City school districts with professionals across a variety of fields and who are under 

the age of 40. The program exposed students to careers that would allow them to make a great 

living in their local community. 

This year, the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund plans to award up to $2,000 in grants through its 

first competitive grant round. Individual grant requests should not exceed $1,000. 

Dale Hileman Legacy Fund grant applications available



Applications are due by March 31, to the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio, PO Box 456, 

Nelsonville, OH 45764. For more information about the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund and for 

the grant application, please visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hileman or call FAO at 

740.753.1111.
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NELSONVILLE — Grant applications are now available for projects promoting economic
growth in 16 eastern Ohio counties including Guernsey County. 

Applications are available through the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund at the Foundation for
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Hileman passed away in February 2015 after a  l ifetime of service to eastern Ohio. He was
a native of Columbiana County and worked for Columbia Gas of Ohio for 40 years,
serving Carrol l ton, Jackson, and Cambridge in Appalachian Ohio. After his retirement,
he remained committed to improving qual ity of l ife and steadfastly promoting his
community of Cambridge in Guernsey County, where he shared his final  years with his
wife, Evelyn. 

The 2020 grant round represents the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund’s first competitive grant
awards. In its first three years, the fund awarded strategic grants to support economic
growth. Last year, the Fund supported the United Way of Guernsey, Monroe, and Noble
Counties and their Young Professionals Program. The program connected students in the
Roll ing Hil ls and Cambridge City school  districts with professionals across a  variety of
fields and who are under the age of 40. The program exposed students to careers that
would al low them to make a  great l iving in their local  community. 

This year, the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund plans to award up to $2,000 in grants through
its first competitive grant round. Individual  grant requests should not exceed $1,000. 

Applications are due by March 31, to the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio, PO Box 456,
Nelsonvil le, OH 45764. For more information about the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund and
for the grant application, please visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hileman
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Posted Mar 5, 2020 at 12:01 AM

NELSONVILLE — Grant applications are now available for projects promoting economic 

growth in 16 eastern Ohio counties including Guernsey County. 

Applications are available through the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund at the Foundation for 

Appalachian Ohio (FAO) and may be found online at www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hileman. 

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund promotes economic development and growth, a cause that was 

close to Mr. Hileman’s heart. The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working 

to promote economic growth within the 16 counties served by Eastern Ohio Development 

Alliance, comprising Athens, Belmont, Carroll, Columbiana, Coshocton, Guernsey, Harrison, 

Holmes, Jefferson, Monroe, Morgan, Muskingum, Noble, Perry, Tuscarawas, and Washington 

counties. 

Hileman passed away in February 2015 after a lifetime of service to eastern Ohio. He was a 

native of Columbiana County and worked for Columbia Gas of Ohio for 40 years, serving 

Carrollton, Jackson, and Cambridge in Appalachian Ohio. After his retirement, he remained 

committed to improving quality of life and steadfastly promoting his community of Cambridge 

in Guernsey County, where he shared his final years with his wife, Evelyn. 

The 2020 grant round represents the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund’s first competitive grant 

awards. In its first three years, the fund awarded strategic grants to support economic growth. 

Last year, the Fund supported the United Way of Guernsey, Monroe, and Noble Counties and 

their Young Professionals Program. The program connected students in the Rolling Hills and 

Cambridge City school districts with professionals across a variety of fields and who are under 

the age of 40. The program exposed students to careers that would allow them to make a great 

living in their local community. 

This year, the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund plans to award up to $2,000 in grants through its 

first competitive grant round. Individual grant requests should not exceed $1,000. 

Dale Hileman Legacy Fund grant applications available



Applications are due by March 31, to the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio, PO Box 456, 

Nelsonville, OH 45764. For more information about the Dale Hileman Legacy Fund and for 

the grant application, please visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Hileman or call FAO at 

740.753.1111.
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Deadline Approaching for Meigs County Community 
Fund Grant Applications

POMEROY, OH – The deadline is fast approaching for applications to the Meigs County 

Community Fund’s annual grant round. Applications for projects serving Meigs County 

are due March 15, 2020.  

“The Meigs County Community Fund is here to create opportunities for Meigs County 

citizens through our annual grant round,” said Jennifer Sheets, president of the Meigs 

County Community Fund. “Last year we awarded nearly $23,000 for nine initiatives 

making a difference in our community, ranging from a school-based health care clinic 

for the Eastern Local School District to an aquatic play area for the Village of Racine. I 

am so excited to see what we can help the community accomplish this year.” 

Funding is available for projects across five areas – arts and culture, community and 

economic development, education, environmental stewardship, and health and 

human services. At this time, the Meigs County Community Fund does not accept 

applications for any event sponsorships or sports-related requests.

To receive full consideration for funding, grant requests must include a completed 

application. Applications are available online 

at www.AppalachianOhio.org/Meigs and must be postmarked by March 15, 2020 

and mailed to PO Box 109, Pomeroy, Ohio 45769. Please note March 15 is a 

Sunday.

Grant recipients will be notified by April, 2020 and all 

grantees will be required to submit a final report 

within one year of their award, including a detail of 

expenditures and photos.



The Meigs County Community Fund Family of Funds is a local community fund of the 

Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO). The Meigs County Community Fund provides 

a way for anyone to give back to the community and invest in nonprofits, schools, 

and community organizations through grants.

If you have any questions regarding this grant opportunity or the Meigs County 

Community Fund, please contact the Foundation at 740.753.1111 or info@ffao.org. 

And if you would like to support the Meigs County Community Fund with a gift – 

which for a limited time will be matched dollar-for-dollar by FAO – then 

visitwww.AppalachianOhio.org/Meigs to learn more and give today.

About the Meigs County Community Fund

The Meigs County Community Fund was created in 2011 to increase and advance 

philanthropic activities in Meigs County. The Meigs County Community Fund works to 

attract philanthropic resources in the form of gifts, grants, or bequests to benefit the 

broader community. 

About the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) is a regional community foundation 

serving the 32 counties of Appalachian Ohio. A 501(c)(3) public charity, the 

Foundation creates opportunities for Appalachian Ohio’s citizens and communities by 

inspiring and supporting philanthropy. For more information about FAO, 

visit www.AppalachianOhio.org.



Posted Mar 8, 2020 at 12:01 AM

The Gulfport Energy Fund at the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) announces its first 

2020 grant round is now open. Applications are available and will close on April 9. This year’s 

first grant round will support organizations and projects focused on education. Nonprofit and 

public organizations in Belmont, Guernsey, Harrison, Jefferson, Monroe, and Noble counties 

are eligible to apply. Applications are available on FAO’s website at 

www.AppalachianOhio.org/Gulfport. 

“Gulfport is pleased to announce that we are accepting grant applications requesting support 

for projects that will enrich education in the region,” said Courtney Dickens, External 

Relations Coordinator at Gulfport Energy. “At Gulfport, we know that an investment in our 

youth is an investment in our future, and we are excited to help create opportunities to 

provide a brighter tomorrow.” 

The Gulfport Energy Fund at FAO was created to support nonprofits, schools, and 

communities in projects that increase quality of life, create access to opportunities, or identify 

and implement a solution for a community need in the counties where Gulfport Energy 

operates. 

The year’s second grant round, slated to open in July, will focus on projects relating to health 

and human resources and environmental stewardship. Please sign up for the Foundation’s e-

newsletter on our website at www.AppalachianOhio.org for the latest news on when grant 

opportunities become available. 

For more information about the Gulfport Energy Fund, please visit 

www.AppalachianOhio.org/Gulfport or call 740.753.1111.

Gulfport Energy Fund opens first grant round of 2020
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“Gulfport is pleased to announce that we are accepting grant applications requesting
support for projects that wil l  enrich education in the region,” said Courtney Dickens,
External  Relations Coordinator at Gulfport Energy. “At Gulfport, we know that an
investment in our youth is an investment in our future, and we are excited to help create
opportunities to provide a  brighter tomorrow.” 

Gulfport Energy Fund opens �rst grant round of 2020
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The Gulfport Energy Fund at FAO was created to support nonprofits, schools, and
communities in projects that increase qual ity of l ife, create access to opportunities, or
identify and implement a  solution for a  community need in the counties where Gulfport
Energy operates. 

The year’s second grant round, slated to open in July, wil l  focus on projects relating to
health and human resources and environmental  stewardship. Please sign up for the
Foundation’s e-newsletter on our website at www.AppalachianOhio.org
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The Gulfport Energy Fund at the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) announces its
first 2020 grant round is now open. Applications are available and wil l  close on April  9.
This year’s first grant round wil l  support organizations and projects focused on education.
Nonprofit and public organizations in Belmont, Guernsey, Harrison, Jefferson, Monroe,
and Noble counties are el igible to apply. Applications are available on FAO’s website at
www.AppalachianOhio.org/Gulfport
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“Gulfport is pleased to announce that we are accepting grant applications requesting
support for projects that wil l  enrich education in the region,” said Courtney Dickens,
External  Relations Coordinator at Gulfport Energy. “At Gulfport, we know that an
investment in our youth is an investment in our future, and we are excited to help create
opportunities to provide a  brighter tomorrow.” 

The Gulfport Energy Fund at FAO was created to support nonprofits, schools, and
communities in projects that increase qual ity of l ife, create access to opportunities, or
identify and implement a  solution for a  community need in the counties where Gulfport
Energy operates. 

The year’s second grant round, slated to open in July, wil l  focus on projects relating to
health and human resources and environmental  stewardship. Please sign up for the
Foundation’s e-newsletter on our website at www.AppalachianOhio.org
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The Gulfport Energy Fund at the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) announces its
first 2020 grant round is now open. Applications are available and wil l  close on April  9.
This year’s first grant round wil l  support organizations and projects focused on education.
Nonprofit and public organizations in Belmont, Guernsey, Harrison, Jefferson, Monroe,
and Noble counties are el igible to apply. Applications are available on FAO’s website at
www.AppalachianOhio.org/Gulfport
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“Gulfport is pleased to announce that we are accepting grant applications requesting
support for projects that wil l  enrich education in the region,” said Courtney Dickens,
External  Relations Coordinator at Gulfport Energy. “At Gulfport, we know that an
investment in our youth is an investment in our future, and we are excited to help create
opportunities to provide a  brighter tomorrow.” 

Gulfport Energy Fund opens �rst grant round of 2020
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The Gulfport Energy Fund at FAO was created to support nonprofits, schools, and
communities in projects that increase qual ity of l ife, create access to opportunities, or
identify and implement a  solution for a  community need in the counties where Gulfport
Energy operates. 

The year’s second grant round, slated to open in July, wil l  focus on projects relating to
health and human resources and environmental  stewardship. Please sign up for the
Foundation’s e-newsletter on our website at www.AppalachianOhio.org
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The Gulfport Energy Fund at the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) announces its
first 2020 grant round is now open. Applications are available and wil l  close on April  9.
This year’s first grant round wil l  support organizations and projects focused on education.
Nonprofit and public organizations in Belmont, Guernsey, Harrison, Jefferson, Monroe,
and Noble counties are el igible to apply. Applications are available on FAO’s website at
www.AppalachianOhio.org/Gulfport
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“Gulfport is pleased to announce that we are accepting grant applications requesting
support for projects that wil l  enrich education in the region,” said Courtney Dickens,
External  Relations Coordinator at Gulfport Energy. “At Gulfport, we know that an
investment in our youth is an investment in our future, and we are excited to help create
opportunities to provide a  brighter tomorrow.” 

Gulfport Energy Fund opens �rst grant round of 2020
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The Gulfport Energy Fund at FAO was created to support nonprofits, schools, and
communities in projects that increase qual ity of l ife, create access to opportunities, or
identify and implement a  solution for a  community need in the counties where Gulfport
Energy operates. 

The year’s second grant round, slated to open in July, wil l  focus on projects relating to
health and human resources and environmental  stewardship. Please sign up for the
Foundation’s e-newsletter on our website at www.AppalachianOhio.org
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Posted Mar 8, 2020 at 12:01 AM

The Gulfport Energy Fund at the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) announces its first 

2020 grant round is now open. Applications are available and will close on April 9. This year’s 

first grant round will support organizations and projects focused on education. Nonprofit and 

public organizations in Belmont, Guernsey, Harrison, Jefferson, Monroe, and Noble counties 

are eligible to apply. Applications are available on FAO’s website at 

www.AppalachianOhio.org/Gulfport. 

“Gulfport is pleased to announce that we are accepting grant applications requesting support 

for projects that will enrich education in the region,” said Courtney Dickens, External 

Relations Coordinator at Gulfport Energy. “At Gulfport, we know that an investment in our 

youth is an investment in our future, and we are excited to help create opportunities to 

provide a brighter tomorrow.” 

The Gulfport Energy Fund at FAO was created to support nonprofits, schools, and 

communities in projects that increase quality of life, create access to opportunities, or identify 

and implement a solution for a community need in the counties where Gulfport Energy 

operates. 

The year’s second grant round, slated to open in July, will focus on projects relating to health 

and human resources and environmental stewardship. Please sign up for the Foundation’s e-

newsletter on our website at www.AppalachianOhio.org for the latest news on when grant 

opportunities become available. 

For more information about the Gulfport Energy Fund, please visit 

www.AppalachianOhio.org/Gulfport or call 740.753.1111.
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“Gulfport is pleased to announce that we are accepting grant applications requesting
support for projects that wil l  enrich education in the region,” said Courtney Dickens,
External  Relations Coordinator at Gulfport Energy. “At Gulfport, we know that an
investment in our youth is an investment in our future, and we are excited to help create
opportunities to provide a  brighter tomorrow.” 
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communities in projects that increase qual ity of l ife, create access to opportunities, or
identify and implement a  solution for a  community need in the counties where Gulfport
Energy operates. 

The year’s second grant round, slated to open in July, wil l  focus on projects relating to
health and human resources and environmental  stewardship. Please sign up for the
Foundation’s e-newsletter on our website at www.AppalachianOhio.org
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Posted Mar 8, 2020 at 12:01 AM

The Gulfport Energy Fund at the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) announces its first 

2020 grant round is now open. Applications are available and will close on April 9. This year’s 

first grant round will support organizations and projects focused on education. Nonprofit and 

public organizations in Belmont, Guernsey, Harrison, Jefferson, Monroe, and Noble counties 

are eligible to apply. Applications are available on FAO’s website at 

www.AppalachianOhio.org/Gulfport. 

“Gulfport is pleased to announce that we are accepting grant applications requesting support 

for projects that will enrich education in the region,” said Courtney Dickens, External 

Relations Coordinator at Gulfport Energy. “At Gulfport, we know that an investment in our 

youth is an investment in our future, and we are excited to help create opportunities to 

provide a brighter tomorrow.” 

The Gulfport Energy Fund at FAO was created to support nonprofits, schools, and 

communities in projects that increase quality of life, create access to opportunities, or identify 

and implement a solution for a community need in the counties where Gulfport Energy 

operates. 

The year’s second grant round, slated to open in July, will focus on projects relating to health 

and human resources and environmental stewardship. Please sign up for the Foundation’s e-

newsletter on our website at www.AppalachianOhio.org for the latest news on when grant 

opportunities become available. 

For more information about the Gulfport Energy Fund, please visit 

www.AppalachianOhio.org/Gulfport or call 740.753.1111.

Gulfport Energy Fund opens first grant round of 2020
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The Gulfport Energy Fund at the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) announces its
first 2020 grant round is now open. Applications are available and wil l  close on April  9.
This year’s first grant round wil l  support organizations and projects focused on education.
Nonprofit and public organizations in Belmont, Guernsey, Harrison, Jefferson, Monroe,
and Noble counties are el igible to apply. Applications are available on FAO’s website at
www.AppalachianOhio.org/Gulfport
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“Gulfport is pleased to announce that we are accepting grant applications requesting
support for projects that wil l  enrich education in the region,” said Courtney Dickens,
External  Relations Coordinator at Gulfport Energy. “At Gulfport, we know that an
investment in our youth is an investment in our future, and we are excited to help create
opportunities to provide a  brighter tomorrow.” 

Gulfport Energy Fund opens �rst grant round of 2020
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The Gulfport Energy Fund at FAO was created to support nonprofits, schools, and
communities in projects that increase qual ity of l ife, create access to opportunities, or
identify and implement a  solution for a  community need in the counties where Gulfport
Energy operates. 

The year’s second grant round, slated to open in July, wil l  focus on projects relating to
health and human resources and environmental  stewardship. Please sign up for the
Foundation’s e-newsletter on our website at www.AppalachianOhio.org
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Posted Mar 8, 2020 at 12:01 AM

The Gulfport Energy Fund at the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) announces its first 2020 grant round is now open. 

Applications are available and will close on April 9. This year’s first grant round will support organizations and projects focused 

on education. Nonprofit and public organizations in Belmont, Guernsey, Harrison, Jefferson, Monroe, and Noble counties are 

eligible to apply. Applications are available on FAO’s website at www.AppalachianOhio.org/Gulfport. 

“Gulfport is pleased to announce that we are accepting grant applications requesting support for projects that will enrich 

education in the region,” said Courtney Dickens, External Relations Coordinator at Gulfport Energy. “At Gulfport, we know that 

an investment in our youth is an investment in our future, and we are excited to help create opportunities to provide a brighter 

tomorrow.” 

The Gulfport Energy Fund at FAO was created to support nonprofits, schools, and communities in projects that increase quality 

of life, create access to opportunities, or identify and implement a solution for a community need in the counties where Gulfport 

Energy operates. 

The year’s second grant round, slated to open in July, will focus on projects relating to health and human resources and 

environmental stewardship. Please sign up for the Foundation’s e-newsletter on our website at www.AppalachianOhio.org for 

the latest news on when grant opportunities become available. 

For more information about the Gulfport Energy Fund, please visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Gulfport or call 740.753.1111.
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“Gulfport is pleased to announce that we are accepting grant applications requesting
support for projects that wil l  enrich education in the region,” said Courtney Dickens,
External  Relations Coordinator at Gulfport Energy. “At Gulfport, we know that an
investment in our youth is an investment in our future, and we are excited to help create
opportunities to provide a  brighter tomorrow.” 

Gulfport Energy Fund opens �rst grant round of 2020
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The Gulfport Energy Fund at FAO was created to support nonprofits, schools, and
communities in projects that increase qual ity of l ife, create access to opportunities, or
identify and implement a  solution for a  community need in the counties where Gulfport
Energy operates. 

The year’s second grant round, slated to open in July, wil l  focus on projects relating to
health and human resources and environmental  stewardship. Please sign up for the
Foundation’s e-newsletter on our website at www.AppalachianOhio.org
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Deadline approaching for CommunityDeadline approaching for Community
Fund grantsFund grants

NEWS

Grant applications due March 15

POMEROY — The deadline is fast approaching
for applications to the Meigs County Community Fund’s annual grant round. Applications for
projects serving Meigs County are due March 15.

“The Meigs County Community Fund is here to create opportunities for Meigs County citizens
through our annual grant round,” said Jennifer Sheets, president of the Meigs County Community
Fund. “Last year we awarded nearly $23,000 for nine initiatives making a difference in our
community, ranging from a school-based health care clinic for the Eastern Local School District to
an aquatic play area for the Village of Racine. I am so excited to see what we can help the
community accomplish this year.”

Funding is available for projects across five areas — arts and culture, community and economic
development, education, environmental stewardship, and health and human services. At this
time, the Meigs County Community Fund does not accept applications for any event
sponsorships or sports-related requests.

To receive full consideration for funding, grant requests must include a completed application.
Applications are available online at www.AppalachianOhio.org/Meigs and must be postmarked by
March 15, 2020 and mailed to PO Box 109, Pomeroy, Ohio 45769. Please note March 15 is a
Sunday.

Grant recipients will be notified by April 2020 and all grantees will be required to submit a final
report within one year of their award, including a detail of expenditures and photos.

The Meigs County Community Fund Family of Funds is a local community fund of the Foundation
for Appalachian Ohio (FAO). The Meigs County Community Fund provides a way for anyone to
give back to the community and invest in nonprofits, schools, and community organizations
through grants.

If you have any questions regarding this grant opportunity or the Meigs County Community Fund,
a d 1
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please contact the Foundation at 740.753.1111 or info@ffao.org. And if you would like to support
the Meigs County Community Fund with a gift — which for a limited time will be matched dollar-
for-dollar by FAO — then visit www.AppalachianOhio.org/Meigs to learn more and give today.

About the Meigs County Community Fund

The Meigs County Community Fund was created in 2011 to increase and advance philanthropic
activities in Meigs County. The Meigs County Community Fund works to attract philanthropic
resources in the form of gifts, grants, or bequests to benefit the broader community.

About the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO) is a regional community foundation serving the 32
counties of Appalachian Ohio. A 501(c)(3) public charity, the Foundation creates opportunities for
Appalachian Ohio’s citizens and communities by inspiring and supporting philanthropy. For more
information about FAO, visit www.AppalachianOhio.org.

Information submitted by the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio.
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Genesis participates in training exercise

ZANESVILLE - Genesis HealthCare System and Genesis Community Ambulance

recently participated in a statewide training exercise sponsored by the Ohio Emerging

Pathogens Coalition.

The three-day exercise coordinated by the Ohio Hospital Association and the Ohio

Department of Health was in support of accelerated public health preparedness

planning and operational readiness for responding to Ebola.

The exercise included testing the health care system’s ability to safely move a patient

to a clinical setting where Ebola can be most effectively treated. In particular, the

exercise assessed the ability of participants to coordinate patient transportation,

safely use biocontainment devices and personal protective equipment while caring

for patient and appropriately decontaminate and dispose of equipment after

transportation.

Foundation for Appalachian offering two grants

NELSONVILLE - The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is offering two grants for non-

profit organizations with application deadlines of March 31.

The Donald R. Myers Legacy Fund to Support Partnerships in Appalachian Ohio is

for projects that improve quality of life with an emphasis on education, regional

networking opportunities, support for community leaders or fulfillment of basic needs.

Two $650 grants will be awarded.

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working to promote economic

development and growth within the 16 counties of the Eastern Ohio Development

Alliance. Up to $2,000 in grants will be awarded with an individual request not to

exceed $1,000.

For more information, call 740-753-1111 or go to appalachianohio.org.

Campus Corner

Ashland University

Tesfanesh McClelland of New Concord is a member of the honors program. The

daughter of Amanda McClelland is a 2019 graduate of John Glenn High School and

is majoring in exercise science.

University of Tampa

Senior Kiara Williams has been named to the All-Academic Team. The 2016

graduate of John Glenn High School is majoring in allied health and plans to become

a physician assistant. She’s captain of the rowing team.

Senior Card Showers
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Hope Clinic of Ross
County adapts to COVID-19
May 6, 2020, 10:59 a.m.

Former Pickaway County
Sheriff dies at 87
May 6, 2020, 10:54 a.m.

Chillicothe and Ross
County public records:
crime reports
May 6, 2020, 8:02 a.m.

COVID update: Ross
County reporting 42 cases
May 5, 2020, 3:18 p.m.

COVID update: Ross
County reporting 41 cases
May 4, 2020, 3:19 p.m.

OU professors protest
layoffs of 140 university
employees
May 5, 2020, 12:29 p.m.
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Genesis participates in training exercise

ZANESVILLE - Genesis HealthCare System and Genesis Community Ambulance

recently participated in a statewide training exercise sponsored by the Ohio Emerging

Pathogens Coalition.

The three-day exercise coordinated by the Ohio Hospital Association and the Ohio

Department of Health was in support of accelerated public health preparedness

planning and operational readiness for responding to Ebola.

The exercise included testing the health care system’s ability to safely move a patient

to a clinical setting where Ebola can be most effectively treated. In particular, the

exercise assessed the ability of participants to coordinate patient transportation,

safely use biocontainment devices and personal protective equipment while caring

for patient and appropriately decontaminate and dispose of equipment after

transportation.

Foundation for Appalachian offering two grants

NELSONVILLE - The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is offering two grants for non-

profit organizations with application deadlines of March 31.

The Donald R. Myers Legacy Fund to Support Partnerships in Appalachian Ohio is

for projects that improve quality of life with an emphasis on education, regional

networking opportunities, support for community leaders or fulfillment of basic needs.

Two $650 grants will be awarded.

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working to promote economic

development and growth within the 16 counties of the Eastern Ohio Development

Alliance. Up to $2,000 in grants will be awarded with an individual request not to

exceed $1,000.

For more information, call 740-753-1111 or go to appalachianohio.org.

Campus Corner

Ashland University

Tesfanesh McClelland of New Concord is a member of the honors program. The

daughter of Amanda McClelland is a 2019 graduate of John Glenn High School and

is majoring in exercise science.

University of Tampa

Senior Kiara Williams has been named to the All-Academic Team. The 2016

graduate of John Glenn High School is majoring in allied health and plans to become

a physician assistant. She’s captain of the rowing team.
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Genesis participates in training exercise

ZANESVILLE - Genesis HealthCare System and Genesis Community Ambulance

recently participated in a statewide training exercise sponsored by the Ohio Emerging

Pathogens Coalition.

The three-day exercise coordinated by the Ohio Hospital Association and the Ohio

Department of Health was in support of accelerated public health preparedness

planning and operational readiness for responding to Ebola.

The exercise included testing the health care system’s ability to safely move a patient

to a clinical setting where Ebola can be most effectively treated. In particular, the

exercise assessed the ability of participants to coordinate patient transportation,

safely use biocontainment devices and personal protective equipment while caring

for patient and appropriately decontaminate and dispose of equipment after

transportation.

Foundation for Appalachian offering two grants

NELSONVILLE - The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is offering two grants for non-

profit organizations with application deadlines of March 31.

The Donald R. Myers Legacy Fund to Support Partnerships in Appalachian Ohio is

for projects that improve quality of life with an emphasis on education, regional

networking opportunities, support for community leaders or fulfillment of basic needs.

Two $650 grants will be awarded.

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working to promote economic

development and growth within the 16 counties of the Eastern Ohio Development

Alliance. Up to $2,000 in grants will be awarded with an individual request not to

exceed $1,000.

For more information, call 740-753-1111 or go to appalachianohio.org.

Campus Corner

Ashland University

Tesfanesh McClelland of New Concord is a member of the honors program. The

daughter of Amanda McClelland is a 2019 graduate of John Glenn High School and

is majoring in exercise science.

University of Tampa

Senior Kiara Williams has been named to the All-Academic Team. The 2016

graduate of John Glenn High School is majoring in allied health and plans to become

a physician assistant. She’s captain of the rowing team.
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Genesis participates in training exercise

ZANESVILLE - Genesis HealthCare System and Genesis Community Ambulance

recently participated in a statewide training exercise sponsored by the Ohio Emerging

Pathogens Coalition.

The three-day exercise coordinated by the Ohio Hospital Association and the Ohio

Department of Health was in support of accelerated public health preparedness

planning and operational readiness for responding to Ebola.

The exercise included testing the health care system’s ability to safely move a patient

to a clinical setting where Ebola can be most effectively treated. In particular, the

exercise assessed the ability of participants to coordinate patient transportation,

safely use biocontainment devices and personal protective equipment while caring

for patient and appropriately decontaminate and dispose of equipment after

transportation.

Foundation for Appalachian offering two grants

NELSONVILLE - The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is offering two grants for non-

profit organizations with application deadlines of March 31.

The Donald R. Myers Legacy Fund to Support Partnerships in Appalachian Ohio is

for projects that improve quality of life with an emphasis on education, regional

networking opportunities, support for community leaders or fulfillment of basic needs.

Two $650 grants will be awarded.

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working to promote economic

development and growth within the 16 counties of the Eastern Ohio Development

Alliance. Up to $2,000 in grants will be awarded with an individual request not to

exceed $1,000.

For more information, call 740-753-1111 or go to appalachianohio.org.

Campus Corner

Ashland University

Tesfanesh McClelland of New Concord is a member of the honors program. The

daughter of Amanda McClelland is a 2019 graduate of John Glenn High School and

is majoring in exercise science.

University of Tampa

Senior Kiara Williams has been named to the All-Academic Team. The 2016

graduate of John Glenn High School is majoring in allied health and plans to become

a physician assistant. She’s captain of the rowing team.
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Genesis participates in training exercise

ZANESVILLE - Genesis HealthCare System and Genesis Community Ambulance

recently participated in a statewide training exercise sponsored by the Ohio Emerging

Pathogens Coalition.

The three-day exercise coordinated by the Ohio Hospital Association and the Ohio

Department of Health was in support of accelerated public health preparedness

planning and operational readiness for responding to Ebola.

The exercise included testing the health care system’s ability to safely move a patient

to a clinical setting where Ebola can be most effectively treated. In particular, the

exercise assessed the ability of participants to coordinate patient transportation,

safely use biocontainment devices and personal protective equipment while caring

for patient and appropriately decontaminate and dispose of equipment after

transportation.

Foundation for Appalachian offering two grants

NELSONVILLE - The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is offering two grants for non-

profit organizations with application deadlines of March 31.

The Donald R. Myers Legacy Fund to Support Partnerships in Appalachian Ohio is

for projects that improve quality of life with an emphasis on education, regional

networking opportunities, support for community leaders or fulfillment of basic needs.

Two $650 grants will be awarded.

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working to promote economic

development and growth within the 16 counties of the Eastern Ohio Development

Alliance. Up to $2,000 in grants will be awarded with an individual request not to

exceed $1,000.

For more information, call 740-753-1111 or go to appalachianohio.org.

Campus Corner

Ashland University

Tesfanesh McClelland of New Concord is a member of the honors program. The

daughter of Amanda McClelland is a 2019 graduate of John Glenn High School and

is majoring in exercise science.

University of Tampa

Senior Kiara Williams has been named to the All-Academic Team. The 2016

graduate of John Glenn High School is majoring in allied health and plans to become

a physician assistant. She’s captain of the rowing team.
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Genesis participates in training exercise

ZANESVILLE - Genesis HealthCare System and Genesis Community Ambulance

recently participated in a statewide training exercise sponsored by the Ohio Emerging

Pathogens Coalition.

The three-day exercise coordinated by the Ohio Hospital Association and the Ohio

Department of Health was in support of accelerated public health preparedness

planning and operational readiness for responding to Ebola.

The exercise included testing the health care system’s ability to safely move a patient

to a clinical setting where Ebola can be most effectively treated. In particular, the

exercise assessed the ability of participants to coordinate patient transportation,

safely use biocontainment devices and personal protective equipment while caring

for patient and appropriately decontaminate and dispose of equipment after

transportation.

Foundation for Appalachian offering two grants

NELSONVILLE - The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is offering two grants for non-

profit organizations with application deadlines of March 31.

The Donald R. Myers Legacy Fund to Support Partnerships in Appalachian Ohio is

for projects that improve quality of life with an emphasis on education, regional

networking opportunities, support for community leaders or fulfillment of basic needs.

Two $650 grants will be awarded.

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working to promote economic

development and growth within the 16 counties of the Eastern Ohio Development

Alliance. Up to $2,000 in grants will be awarded with an individual request not to

exceed $1,000.

For more information, call 740-753-1111 or go to appalachianohio.org.

Campus Corner

Ashland University

Tesfanesh McClelland of New Concord is a member of the honors program. The

daughter of Amanda McClelland is a 2019 graduate of John Glenn High School and

is majoring in exercise science.

University of Tampa

Senior Kiara Williams has been named to the All-Academic Team. The 2016

graduate of John Glenn High School is majoring in allied health and plans to become

a physician assistant. She’s captain of the rowing team.
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Genesis participates in training exercise

ZANESVILLE - Genesis HealthCare System and Genesis Community Ambulance recently participated in a statewide training exercise sponsored by the 

Ohio Emerging Pathogens Coalition.

The three-day exercise coordinated by the Ohio Hospital Association and the Ohio Department of Health was in support of accelerated public health 

preparedness planning and operational readiness for responding to Ebola.

The exercise included testing the health care system’s ability to safely move a patient to a clinical setting where Ebola can be most effectively treated. In 

particular, the exercise assessed the ability of participants to coordinate patient transportation, safely use biocontainment devices and personal protective 

equipment while caring for patient and appropriately decontaminate and dispose of equipment after transportation.

Foundation for Appalachian offering two grants

NELSONVILLE - The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is offering two grants for non-profit organizations with application deadlines of March 31.

The Donald R. Myers Legacy Fund to Support Partnerships in Appalachian Ohio is for projects that improve quality of life with an emphasis on education, 

regional networking opportunities, support for community leaders or fulfillment of basic needs. Two $650 grants will be awarded.

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working to promote economic development and growth within the 16 counties of the Eastern Ohio 

Development Alliance. Up to $2,000 in grants will be awarded with an individual request not to exceed $1,000.

For more information, call 740-753-1111 or go to appalachianohio.org.
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Campus Corner

Ashland University

Tesfanesh McClelland of New Concord is a member of the honors program. The daughter of Amanda McClelland is a 2019 graduate of John Glenn High 

School and is majoring in exercise science.

University of Tampa
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Senior Kiara Williams has been named to the All-Academic Team. The 2016 graduate of John Glenn High School is majoring in allied health and plans to 

become a physician assistant. She’s captain of the rowing team.
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Larry Stall, Altercare, Room 216, 4200 Harrington Drive.

Winnie Parker, Room 411, Willow Haven Care Center, 1020 Taylor St., also birthday on March 18.
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Genesis participates in training exercise

ZANESVILLE - Genesis HealthCare System and Genesis Community Ambulance

recently participated in a statewide training exercise sponsored by the Ohio Emerging

Pathogens Coalition.

The three-day exercise coordinated by the Ohio Hospital Association and the Ohio

Department of Health was in support of accelerated public health preparedness

planning and operational readiness for responding to Ebola.

The exercise included testing the health care system’s ability to safely move a patient

to a clinical setting where Ebola can be most effectively treated. In particular, the

exercise assessed the ability of participants to coordinate patient transportation,

safely use biocontainment devices and personal protective equipment while caring

for patient and appropriately decontaminate and dispose of equipment after

transportation.

Foundation for Appalachian offering two grants

NELSONVILLE - The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is offering two grants for non-

profit organizations with application deadlines of March 31.

The Donald R. Myers Legacy Fund to Support Partnerships in Appalachian Ohio is

for projects that improve quality of life with an emphasis on education, regional

networking opportunities, support for community leaders or fulfillment of basic needs.

Two $650 grants will be awarded.

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working to promote economic

development and growth within the 16 counties of the Eastern Ohio Development

Alliance. Up to $2,000 in grants will be awarded with an individual request not to

exceed $1,000.

For more information, call 740-753-1111 or go to appalachianohio.org.

Campus Corner

Ashland University

Tesfanesh McClelland of New Concord is a member of the honors program. The

daughter of Amanda McClelland is a 2019 graduate of John Glenn High School and

is majoring in exercise science.

University of Tampa

Senior Kiara Williams has been named to the All-Academic Team. The 2016

graduate of John Glenn High School is majoring in allied health and plans to become

a physician assistant. She’s captain of the rowing team.
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Genesis participates in training exercise

ZANESVILLE - Genesis HealthCare System and Genesis Community Ambulance

recently participated in a statewide training exercise sponsored by the Ohio Emerging

Pathogens Coalition.

The three-day exercise coordinated by the Ohio Hospital Association and the Ohio

Department of Health was in support of accelerated public health preparedness

planning and operational readiness for responding to Ebola.

The exercise included testing the health care system’s ability to safely move a patient

to a clinical setting where Ebola can be most effectively treated. In particular, the

exercise assessed the ability of participants to coordinate patient transportation,

safely use biocontainment devices and personal protective equipment while caring

for patient and appropriately decontaminate and dispose of equipment after

transportation.

Foundation for Appalachian offering two grants

NELSONVILLE - The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is offering two grants for non-

profit organizations with application deadlines of March 31.

The Donald R. Myers Legacy Fund to Support Partnerships in Appalachian Ohio is

for projects that improve quality of life with an emphasis on education, regional

networking opportunities, support for community leaders or fulfillment of basic needs.

Two $650 grants will be awarded.

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working to promote economic

development and growth within the 16 counties of the Eastern Ohio Development

Alliance. Up to $2,000 in grants will be awarded with an individual request not to

exceed $1,000.

For more information, call 740-753-1111 or go to appalachianohio.org.

Campus Corner

Ashland University

Tesfanesh McClelland of New Concord is a member of the honors program. The

daughter of Amanda McClelland is a 2019 graduate of John Glenn High School and

is majoring in exercise science.

University of Tampa

Senior Kiara Williams has been named to the All-Academic Team. The 2016

graduate of John Glenn High School is majoring in allied health and plans to become

a physician assistant. She’s captain of the rowing team.
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Genesis participates in training exercise

ZANESVILLE - Genesis HealthCare System and Genesis Community Ambulance recently participated in a statewide training exercise sponsored by the 

Ohio Emerging Pathogens Coalition.

The three-day exercise coordinated by the Ohio Hospital Association and the Ohio Department of Health was in support of accelerated public health 

preparedness planning and operational readiness for responding to Ebola.

The exercise included testing the health care system’s ability to safely move a patient to a clinical setting where Ebola can be most effectively treated. In 

particular, the exercise assessed the ability of participants to coordinate patient transportation, safely use biocontainment devices and personal protective 

equipment while caring for patient and appropriately decontaminate and dispose of equipment after transportation.

Foundation for Appalachian offering two grants

NELSONVILLE - The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is offering two grants for non-profit organizations with application deadlines of March 31.

The Donald R. Myers Legacy Fund to Support Partnerships in Appalachian Ohio is for projects that improve quality of life with an emphasis on education, 

regional networking opportunities, support for community leaders or fulfillment of basic needs. Two $650 grants will be awarded.

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working to promote economic development and growth within the 16 counties of the Eastern Ohio 

Development Alliance. Up to $2,000 in grants will be awarded with an individual request not to exceed $1,000.

For more information, call 740-753-1111 or go to appalachianohio.org.

Campus Corner

Ashland University

Tesfanesh McClelland of New Concord is a member of the honors program. The daughter of Amanda McClelland is a 2019 graduate of John Glenn High 

School and is majoring in exercise science.

University of Tampa

Senior Kiara Williams has been named to the All-Academic Team. The 2016 graduate of John Glenn High School is majoring in allied health and plans to 

become a physician assistant. She’s captain of the rowing team.

Senior Card Showers

Get Well

Larry Stall, Altercare, Room 216, 4200 Harrington Drive.

Winnie Parker, Room 411, Willow Haven Care Center, 1020 Taylor St., also birthday on March 18.
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Genesis participates in training exercise

ZANESVILLE - Genesis HealthCare System and Genesis Community Ambulance recently participated in a statewide training exercise sponsored by the 

Ohio Emerging Pathogens Coalition.

The three-day exercise coordinated by the Ohio Hospital Association and the Ohio Department of Health was in support of accelerated public health 

preparedness planning and operational readiness for responding to Ebola.

The exercise included testing the health care system’s ability to safely move a patient to a clinical setting where Ebola can be most effectively treated. In 

particular, the exercise assessed the ability of participants to coordinate patient transportation, safely use biocontainment devices and personal protective 

equipment while caring for patient and appropriately decontaminate and dispose of equipment after transportation.

Foundation for Appalachian offering two grants

NELSONVILLE - The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is offering two grants for non-profit organizations with application deadlines of March 31.

The Donald R. Myers Legacy Fund to Support Partnerships in Appalachian Ohio is for projects that improve quality of life with an emphasis on education, 

regional networking opportunities, support for community leaders or fulfillment of basic needs. Two $650 grants will be awarded.

The Dale Hileman Legacy Fund supports organizations working to promote economic development and growth within the 16 counties of the Eastern Ohio 

Development Alliance. Up to $2,000 in grants will be awarded with an individual request not to exceed $1,000.

For more information, call 740-753-1111 or go to appalachianohio.org.
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Campus Corner

Ashland University

Tesfanesh McClelland of New Concord is a member of the honors program. The daughter of Amanda McClelland is a 2019 graduate of John Glenn High 

School and is majoring in exercise science.

University of Tampa
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Chillicothe Local News

Landrum Endowment Fund Presents Grants to Local Agencies & Schools 
By Newsroom
Mar 27, 2020

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio and the Ross County Board of Developmental Disabilities, known 

locally as the Pioneer Center, says four Ross County projects have received funding through the 

Landrum Endowment Fund. These grants will support projects related to improving lives of individuals 

with developmental disabilities in Ross County.

The Landrum Endowment Fund’s inaugural grant round was designed to support nonprofit and public 

organizations in or focused on Ross County and working across the areas of advocacy, community 

inclusion, community employment, and parent/family support.

“We are happy and grateful to be able to support four wonderful projects through the Landrum 

Endowment Fund’s first grant round,” said RCBDD Superintendent Leia Snyder. “These projects will 

have a positive impact on the lives of people with developmental disabilities in our community.”

The Landrum Endowment Fund’s inaugural grant round awarded nearly $50,000 to projects serving 

those with developmental disabilities in Ross County. Grant recipients include Goodwill of South 

Central Ohio, Downtown Chillicothe, the Ross-Pike ESD, and Chillicothe City Schools.

Goodwill of South Central Ohio was awarded $25,000 for their Handy Helpers Program. The program 

provides opportunities for people with disabilities to work and build skills through planting flowers, 

raking leaves, painting rooms, and more. In addition to their wages, Goodwill Handy Helpers also gives 

their participants the chance to make connections with those they are helping and can take pride in 

giving back to the community. The grant, along with a 10% investment match from Goodwill, will help 



provide the startup capital for the program to purchase safety gear, uniform vests, basic tools and 

supplies, advertising, and aid in transportation and staff costs.

Downtown Chillicothe was awarded $15,425 to support free, portable ramps for businesses. The 501(c)

(3) organization is partnering with First Capital Enterprises to make downtown buildings more

accessible by providing portable ramps to hand out, free of charge, to businesses that have steps at their

front door. These ramps will allow people in wheelchairs to more easily work and shop downtown.

Ross-Pike ESD was awarded $2,045 to support its therapeutic listening program. This program will 

work with preschool and school-age students living with autism and sensory disorders. Therapeutic 

listening is a sound-based intervention that gives the listener unique and controlled sensory information. 

Music is electronically modified to highlight parts of the sound spectrum that naturally activate body 

movement and capture attention in order to trigger the nervous system. The program has been found to 

help with issues such as difficulties interacting with peers, poor attention, difficulty responding to 

sounds and verbal directions, irritability, and much more. The Ross-Pike ESD currently serves students 

in five Ross County school districts, as well as four Pike County school districts.

Chillicothe City Schools was awarded $4,330 to support new equipment for the sensory room at 

Chillicothe Intermediate School. The new equipment will allow students to swing at the sensory room. 

Swinging helps promote whole body awareness, body coordination, and the development of the 

proprioceptive system- the part of the nervous system that senses location, movements and actions. The 

grant will also help provide the necessary materials for a motor lab/sensory space, which gives teachers 

an additional option to get their students moving by using equipment such as bouncing balls, 

whiteboards, punching bags, swings, and yoga. The motor lab is designed to help students with reading 

and writing difficulties, language and speech delay, disorganization, poor concentration, and chronic 

body aches.

The Landrum Endowment Fund was created in 2016 after George Landrum, a lifelong resident of Ross 

County, left an endowment of $1.2 million to the Ross County Board of Developmental Disabilities, also 

known as the Pioneer Center. George’s brother, John Landrum, received over 30 years of service from 

the Pioneer Center. George was very involved in John’s life and cared deeply about him. John lived with 

his parents until their passing, after which he lived with his brother, George.
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Landrum Endowment Fund Presents Grants to Local Agencies & Schools 
By Newsroom
Mar 27, 2020

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio and the Ross County Board of Developmental Disabilities, known 

locally as the Pioneer Center, says four Ross County projects have received funding through the 

Landrum Endowment Fund. These grants will support projects related to improving lives of individuals 

with developmental disabilities in Ross County.

The Landrum Endowment Fund’s inaugural grant round was designed to support nonprofit and public 

organizations in or focused on Ross County and working across the areas of advocacy, community 

inclusion, community employment, and parent/family support.

“We are happy and grateful to be able to support four wonderful projects through the Landrum 

Endowment Fund’s first grant round,” said RCBDD Superintendent Leia Snyder. “These projects will 

have a positive impact on the lives of people with developmental disabilities in our community.”

The Landrum Endowment Fund’s inaugural grant round awarded nearly $50,000 to projects serving 

those with developmental disabilities in Ross County. Grant recipients include Goodwill of South 

Central Ohio, Downtown Chillicothe, the Ross-Pike ESD, and Chillicothe City Schools.

Goodwill of South Central Ohio was awarded $25,000 for their Handy Helpers Program. The program 

provides opportunities for people with disabilities to work and build skills through planting flowers, 

raking leaves, painting rooms, and more. In addition to their wages, Goodwill Handy Helpers also gives 

their participants the chance to make connections with those they are helping and can take pride in 

giving back to the community. The grant, along with a 10% investment match from Goodwill, will help 



provide the startup capital for the program to purchase safety gear, uniform vests, basic tools and 

supplies, advertising, and aid in transportation and staff costs.

Downtown Chillicothe was awarded $15,425 to support free, portable ramps for businesses. The 501(c)

(3) organization is partnering with First Capital Enterprises to make downtown buildings more

accessible by providing portable ramps to hand out, free of charge, to businesses that have steps at their

front door. These ramps will allow people in wheelchairs to more easily work and shop downtown.

Ross-Pike ESD was awarded $2,045 to support its therapeutic listening program. This program will 

work with preschool and school-age students living with autism and sensory disorders. Therapeutic 

listening is a sound-based intervention that gives the listener unique and controlled sensory information. 

Music is electronically modified to highlight parts of the sound spectrum that naturally activate body 

movement and capture attention in order to trigger the nervous system. The program has been found to 

help with issues such as difficulties interacting with peers, poor attention, difficulty responding to 

sounds and verbal directions, irritability, and much more. The Ross-Pike ESD currently serves students 

in five Ross County school districts, as well as four Pike County school districts.

Chillicothe City Schools was awarded $4,330 to support new equipment for the sensory room at 

Chillicothe Intermediate School. The new equipment will allow students to swing at the sensory room. 

Swinging helps promote whole body awareness, body coordination, and the development of the 

proprioceptive system- the part of the nervous system that senses location, movements and actions. The 

grant will also help provide the necessary materials for a motor lab/sensory space, which gives teachers 

an additional option to get their students moving by using equipment such as bouncing balls, 

whiteboards, punching bags, swings, and yoga. The motor lab is designed to help students with reading 

and writing difficulties, language and speech delay, disorganization, poor concentration, and chronic 

body aches.

The Landrum Endowment Fund was created in 2016 after George Landrum, a lifelong resident of Ross 

County, left an endowment of $1.2 million to the Ross County Board of Developmental Disabilities, also 

known as the Pioneer Center. George’s brother, John Landrum, received over 30 years of service from 

the Pioneer Center. George was very involved in John’s life and cared deeply about him. John lived with 

his parents until their passing, after which he lived with his brother, George.
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The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio and the Ross County Board of Developmental Disabilities, known 

locally as the Pioneer Center, says four Ross County projects have received funding through the 

Landrum Endowment Fund. These grants will support projects related to improving lives of individuals 

with developmental disabilities in Ross County.

The Landrum Endowment Fund’s inaugural grant round was designed to support nonprofit and public 

organizations in or focused on Ross County and working across the areas of advocacy, community 

inclusion, community employment, and parent/family support.

“We are happy and grateful to be able to support four wonderful projects through the Landrum 

Endowment Fund’s first grant round,” said RCBDD Superintendent Leia Snyder. “These projects will 

have a positive impact on the lives of people with developmental disabilities in our community.”

The Landrum Endowment Fund’s inaugural grant round awarded nearly $50,000 to projects serving 

those with developmental disabilities in Ross County. Grant recipients include Goodwill of South 

Central Ohio, Downtown Chillicothe, the Ross-Pike ESD, and Chillicothe City Schools.

Goodwill of South Central Ohio was awarded $25,000 for their Handy Helpers Program. The program 

provides opportunities for people with disabilities to work and build skills through planting flowers, 

raking leaves, painting rooms, and more. In addition to their wages, Goodwill Handy Helpers also gives 

their participants the chance to make connections with those they are helping and can take pride in 

giving back to the community. The grant, along with a 10% investment match from Goodwill, will help 



provide the startup capital for the program to purchase safety gear, uniform vests, basic tools and 

supplies, advertising, and aid in transportation and staff costs.

Downtown Chillicothe was awarded $15,425 to support free, portable ramps for businesses. The 501(c)

(3) organization is partnering with First Capital Enterprises to make downtown buildings more

accessible by providing portable ramps to hand out, free of charge, to businesses that have steps at their

front door. These ramps will allow people in wheelchairs to more easily work and shop downtown.

Ross-Pike ESD was awarded $2,045 to support its therapeutic listening program. This program will 

work with preschool and school-age students living with autism and sensory disorders. Therapeutic 

listening is a sound-based intervention that gives the listener unique and controlled sensory information. 

Music is electronically modified to highlight parts of the sound spectrum that naturally activate body 

movement and capture attention in order to trigger the nervous system. The program has been found to 

help with issues such as difficulties interacting with peers, poor attention, difficulty responding to 

sounds and verbal directions, irritability, and much more. The Ross-Pike ESD currently serves students 

in five Ross County school districts, as well as four Pike County school districts.

Chillicothe City Schools was awarded $4,330 to support new equipment for the sensory room at 

Chillicothe Intermediate School. The new equipment will allow students to swing at the sensory room. 

Swinging helps promote whole body awareness, body coordination, and the development of the 

proprioceptive system- the part of the nervous system that senses location, movements and actions. The 

grant will also help provide the necessary materials for a motor lab/sensory space, which gives teachers 

an additional option to get their students moving by using equipment such as bouncing balls, 

whiteboards, punching bags, swings, and yoga. The motor lab is designed to help students with reading 

and writing difficulties, language and speech delay, disorganization, poor concentration, and chronic 

body aches.

The Landrum Endowment Fund was created in 2016 after George Landrum, a lifelong resident of Ross 

County, left an endowment of $1.2 million to the Ross County Board of Developmental Disabilities, also 

known as the Pioneer Center. George’s brother, John Landrum, received over 30 years of service from 

the Pioneer Center. George was very involved in John’s life and cared deeply about him. John lived with 

his parents until their passing, after which he lived with his brother, George.







Chillicothe Local News

Landrum Endowment Fund Presents Grants to Local Agencies & Schools 
By Newsroom
Mar 27, 2020

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio and the Ross County Board of Developmental Disabilities, known 

locally as the Pioneer Center, says four Ross County projects have received funding through the 

Landrum Endowment Fund. These grants will support projects related to improving lives of individuals 
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raking leaves, painting rooms, and more. In addition to their wages, Goodwill Handy Helpers also gives 

their participants the chance to make connections with those they are helping and can take pride in 

giving back to the community. The grant, along with a 10% investment match from Goodwill, will help 



provide the startup capital for the program to purchase safety gear, uniform vests, basic tools and 

supplies, advertising, and aid in transportation and staff costs.
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listening is a sound-based intervention that gives the listener unique and controlled sensory information. 

Music is electronically modified to highlight parts of the sound spectrum that naturally activate body 

movement and capture attention in order to trigger the nervous system. The program has been found to 

help with issues such as difficulties interacting with peers, poor attention, difficulty responding to 

sounds and verbal directions, irritability, and much more. The Ross-Pike ESD currently serves students 

in five Ross County school districts, as well as four Pike County school districts.

Chillicothe City Schools was awarded $4,330 to support new equipment for the sensory room at 

Chillicothe Intermediate School. The new equipment will allow students to swing at the sensory room. 

Swinging helps promote whole body awareness, body coordination, and the development of the 

proprioceptive system- the part of the nervous system that senses location, movements and actions. The 

grant will also help provide the necessary materials for a motor lab/sensory space, which gives teachers 

an additional option to get their students moving by using equipment such as bouncing balls, 

whiteboards, punching bags, swings, and yoga. The motor lab is designed to help students with reading 

and writing difficulties, language and speech delay, disorganization, poor concentration, and chronic 

body aches.

The Landrum Endowment Fund was created in 2016 after George Landrum, a lifelong resident of Ross 

County, left an endowment of $1.2 million to the Ross County Board of Developmental Disabilities, also 

known as the Pioneer Center. George’s brother, John Landrum, received over 30 years of service from 

the Pioneer Center. George was very involved in John’s life and cared deeply about him. John lived with 

his parents until their passing, after which he lived with his brother, George.
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movements as the coronavirus spread. 

Similar trends can be seen from coast to coast, including in the 25 most populous 

metropolitan areas. 

The wealthiest people, those in the top 10 percent of income, however, have 

limited their movement more than those in the bottom 10 percent of the same 

metro areas, according to a Times analysis of cellphone location data. 

By March 16, when President Trump asked people to stay at home to slow the 

spread of the virus, those in the wealthiest and poorest areas were both moving 

less than usual. 

But by that date, those in the highest-income locations had already cut their 

movement by nearly half. Poorer areas did not see a similar drop until three days 

later. 
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By this time next week, Decatur County, Tenn., will have lost its only hospital, 

Decatur County General, which has been serving the rural community of about 

12,000 people along the Tennessee River since 1963.

The hospital's human resources director, Melinda Hays-Kirkwood, has already begun 

laying off people, and she says by next week only a skeleton staff will remain.

"It's hard on these employees that have been here a long time. I've got people who 

have been here for 30 years," Hays-Kirkwood says. "For some people, this has been 

their only job out of college."

The closure will have a huge economic toll locally — with more than 100 on staff, the 

hospital was one of the county's largest employers. But the ironic timing isn't lost on 

its staff either. Because of the COVID-19 crisis, most nonessential businesses in the 

area were already closed.

"It's a difficult time to be shutting down a hospital in the middle of the coronavirus," 

Hays-Kirkwood says.

There are currently no known cases in Decatur County, but she says every county 

around it has reported infections.

Small-town hospitals were already closing at an alarming rate before the COVID-19 

pandemic. But now the trend appears to be accelerating just as the disease arrives in 



rural America. When Decatur County General Hospital shuts down indefinitely by 

April 15, it will be the ninth small-town hospital to close in 2020 alone. According to 

a report released this month by the Chartis Center for Rural Health, nearly half of 

rural hospitals were already operating in the red before the COVID-19 crisis.

"That idea of a perfect storm — that gets overused, but that's actually what's 

happened," says Allan Jenkins, an economics professor at the University of Nebraska 

at Kearney.

Jenkins says small-town hospitals have struggled to stay open because of perennial 

challenges facing rural America, such as depopulation and demographics.

"Because rural communities tend to be older and poorer and sicker and less likely to 

be insured, high-deductible insurance policies are very hard on rural hospitals," he 

says.



One recent analysis estimated that treating just one uninsured COVID-19 patient who 

has to be hospitalized could cost at least $40,000.

In a letter this week to congressional leaders, the National Rural Health Association 

lobbied for "immediate relief" for rural hospitals, warning that hundreds are on the 

verge of closure.

The Trump administration has indicated that hospitals across the U.S. will be eligible 

for federal aid to cover those costs, but it's yet unclear where exactly that will come 

from. The NRHA says the money should come in a likely future stimulus bill or out of 

a $100 billion public health emergency fund earmarked in a coronavirus relief bill 

signed by President Trump late last month.

"The loss of revenue over the last few weeks due to the inability to provide non-

emergency care is destabilizing core health services in rural America," the NRHA 

said.

The group cited Blaine County, Idaho, as a glimpse into the future as the coronavirus 

spreads into rural America. The small 25-bed hospital there is overwhelmed with 

patients. The county, which includes the Sun Valley Resort, recently had the highest 

rate of infections in the U.S., and patients had to be transferred to larger regional 

hospitals that had begun seeing their own rise in cases.

Health policy experts say a rural hospital's ability to stay open through the 

coronavirus pandemic may depend in part on whether the state it's in has expanded 

Medicaid. Idaho has, but Tennessee, where Decatur County General is slated to close, 

has not. Federal reimbursements to rural hospitals in non-expansion states have 

dropped steeply since the 2010 Affordable Care Act. It's another big driver behind the 

recent wave of closures, according to Jenkins, the economist. Rural hospitals in states 

that have expanded Medicaid are seeing significantly more federal money.



State and federal regulations and mounting debt are the primary factors being cited 

for the pending closure of Decatur County General Hospital. Medicaid expansion was 

proposed in Tennessee by Republican lawmakers earlier this year, though the effort 

has reportedly stalled.

Hospital officials say there is some hope that Decatur County General's closure will 

be temporary. For now, after next week, locals needing emergency or other care will 

have to travel at least 20 miles or so to the next nearest facility.

Hays-Kirkwood, the HR director, says Decatur County and its water sports and off-

road trails are a beacon for recreation enthusiasts. And her hospital's emergency 

services have saved a lot of lives in recent years.

"From a health care perspective, there will be many that won't be able to get to a 

hospital in time," Hays-Kirkwood says. "It's just going to be a tough situation."
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