
2024 Education Pillar Impact Report
Creating educational opportunities, so our people – and our 
communities – can flourish

Foundation for Appalachian Ohio 

  



The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is a community of givers – donors and doers 
committed to ensuring our region’s people and communities flourish. Organized as a 
501(c)(3) regional community foundation, we work to encourage and support gifts of 
time, talent and treasure. 

Our Pillars of Prosperity serve as a roadmap for all we do. Each pillar – arts and culture, 
community and economic development, education, environmental stewardship, and 
health and human services – represents an area of investment essential to generating an 
abundance of possibility in our region. The stories in this report are testaments to the love 
and commitment our community of givers has for the children of Appalachian Ohio. 
Read on and be inspired. 

Thanks to donor generosity and transformative partnerships, the children of Appalachian 
Ohio – from the first day of their lives through early adulthood – 
are receiving the resources, opportunities and encouragement 
they need to be successful in school and in life. Together, we 
are nurturing and investing in our region’s future community 
builders, workforce and changemakers.

We are forever grateful to the individuals and organizations 
who make our work possible and who believe, just as deeply as 
we do, in the children of Appalachia. We invite you to join us.

$5.5M+
awarded in grants through the Education 
Pillar since 2013

365
Education Pillar funds partnering with FAO in 
service to our communities

4,900
scholarships awarded since 2004

In 2023 alone, we awarded $1.54 million in funding to support 
education in Appalachian Ohio. 

Education Pillar of Prosperity Impact

To learn more about what your gifts of time, talent and 
treasure made possible for the people and communities in 
our region, check out FAO’s 2023 annual report and our 15 
affiliate foundation partners’ annual reports.

$$
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Built on a belief that if you can read, you 
can succeed, Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library of Ohio mails children, from birth 
through age 5, one free book each month 
– fostering a love of reading and putting our 
littlest learners on a pathway to success.  

Over the past five years, 
FAO, our affiliate foundation 
partners and our donors 
have joined a coalition of 
local partners supporting 
and growing the program, 
half of which is funded by 
local nonprofits and communities with the 
remaining 50 percent covered by the state.

A new partnership with Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library of Ohio is uniting 
generous FAO givers to create an 
endowment fund to permanently support 
the program in Appalachian Ohio, where 
65 percent of our children are currently 
enrolled. Each gift to Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library of Ohio in Appalachia 
ensures this opportunity remains free for our 
children and families.

From 2019-2023, FAO has awarded more than $150,000 in grant funding to support Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library of Ohio programming in 13 Appalachian Ohio counties.

Placing our littlest learners on a pathway to success

{65%

of our children are currently enrolled to 
receive books through Dolly Parton’s 

Imagination Library of Ohio.

In Appalachian Ohio ...
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Eliminating barriers with support for educators and students
Our educators work day in and day out to nurture 
a lifelong love for learning in the children of 
Appalachian Ohio, so they can achieve their full 
potential. But far too often, they lack access to 
high-quality books and resources. 

Through a grant from the American Electric 
Power Foundation and the AEP Ohio Foundation, 
we partnered with the nonprofit First Book as the 
first initiative launched through our Education 
Pillar. Through this partnership, educators 
and other individuals serving the children 
of Appalachian Ohio in under-resourced 
communities can register to access free and 
low-cost books and other educational resources.

Over the past five years, more than 2,300 
educators across all 32 Appalachian Ohio counties have enrolled in the 
program, equipping an estimated 69,000+ students with the materials 
they need to succeed. The program has also provided books through 
summer meal sites and social-emotional learning book kits to educators 
working with students who have experienced trauma. 

High school students in Lawrence County are working in local government offices and being 
mentored by community members in public service roles. Their peers in Muskingum County 
are participating in National History Day competitions. And in Mahoning County, students are 
launching and leading a civics-based podcast.

Those are just three of 11 opportunities made possible in 2024 by a partnership between FAO 
and the Longaberger Family Foundation that is providing the children of Appalachia with the 
knowledge and skills to become informed and engaged in their communities, state and nation.

Over the past five years, our Civics Education in Appalachian Ohio program has invested more 
than $95,000 in grants to provide K-12 students with opportunities to study, participate in and 
experience what it means to be engaged community members – opportunities that too often 
go unfunded.

Providing much-needed funding for civics education
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TO DATE, iSEE WITH VISION TO LEARN HAS:

Provided 8,965 
students eye exams

Distributed prescription 
glasses to 7,296 students

Referred 1,466 students for 
a serious eye condition

Putting the “see” in learning the ABCs  
More than 37,000 K-12 students in 
Appalachian Ohio lack the glasses they 
need to see the board in a classroom 
or read a book, putting them at a 
persistent disadvantage in achieving key 
educational milestones. 

In 2021, FAO piloted iSee with Vision To 
Learn, a public-private partnership aimed 
at addressing this healthcare disparity 
by bringing mobile vision clinics to 
public school districts across the region 
to overcome transportation barriers 
and optometrist shortages. The clinics 
– operated in partnership with the Ohio 
Optometric Foundation, Ohio Optometric 
Association, national nonprofit Vision To 
Learn, local optometrists and schools – 
provide the children of Appalachian Ohio 
free vision screenings, eye exams and 
prescription glasses.

In 2023, iSee with Vision To Learn became 
the first program to successfully complete 
the Ohio Treasurer’s Office’s pay-for-
success ResultsOHIO program, and the 
Ohio Legislature, with support from Gov. 
Mike DeWine, appropriated funds to begin 
statewide expansion of the program. 
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Planned giving that launched 
our scholarship program 

The power of endowment: The Forrest Bachtel Scholarship Fund

From our earliest days, FAO and our 
supporters recognized that one of the 
most beneficial things we can do is 
encourage our region’s young people 
to believe in their potential and to 
empower them to succeed.

Our scholarship program began in 
2003, when Dr. Harry Keig left a bequest 
that established the Forrest Bachtel 
Scholarship Fund, which supports 
the educational and career goals of 
young people in Meigs County. And 
over time, his gift has inspired others to 
create scholarship funds for the youth of 
Appalachian Ohio. 

To date, our scholarship program has 
awarded 4,900 scholarships across more 
than 280 funds, helping students pursue 
postsecondary studies at institutions 
of higher education and through 
vocational programs. Each of these 
funds is fueled by donors who recognize 
the vital role education plays in the 
future success of our young people, 
families and communities.

Over a 50-year time period, the fund balance is anticipated to more than double while also 
providing over $1 million in anticipated scholarships.

In 2024, FAO’s scholarship 
program has ...

Awarded
$658,828 through to589 

Scholarships
332 

Students

THE POWER OF ENDOWMENT
One Fund’s Story: Forrest Bachtel Scholarship Fund

Even from the distance of Omaha, Nebraska, Dr. Harry Keig 
held a place in his heart for his hometown of Middleport, 
Ohio in Meigs County. He always remembered the impact 
the teachers in his town had on his life, and none more 
significantly than Forrest Bachtel, a longtime teacher and 
coach at Middleport High School. With all Coach Bachtel 
had meant to him, Dr. Keig wanted to find a way to honor 
his legacy in the community and to help future generations 
of students pursue their education.

When Dr. Keig died in 2003, he left a gift in his will of $500,000 to start an 
endowment at the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio. The idea was for the 
Fund to continue Coach Bachtel's legacy of serving students forever 
through a scholarship. 

The Bachtel Scholarships recognize both academic achievement and 
athletic excellence with awards to a young man and a young woman in 
each category. In its earliest days, the Fund awarded each of the four 
students a one-year scholarship of $2,500, but because of the growth of the 
endowment at FAO over time, it has grown to give multi-year scholarship 
awards. Each year, four students now receive a $7,500 award to be used for 
up to three years of post-secondary education. The goal is to see the 
awards grow to support four years of school, and the Fund is well on its way.

What began with a $500,000 gift in 
a will thirteen years ago, has 
grown to become a scholarship 
fund of over $700,000 that has 
awarded more than $127,500 in 
scholarships to students. 

That's because endowment is 
designed to generate income 
while producing interest and 
earnings for grants today and in 
the future. 

Through FAO's stewardship, the 
Forrest Bachtel Scholarship Fund 
will continue to grow and help 
more students with multi-year 
scholarships.

Coach Forrest Bachtel

Establishing gift 
created 

through a will 
begins fund: 
$502,563.35

Fund 
Balance: 

$707,949.95

 
Anticipated 

Fund Balance: 
$1,112,470

2003 2024 2053

Over a 50-year time period, the fund balance is anticipated to grow over 
$200,000 while also providing over $1.1 million in anticipated scholarships.

•Additional gifts: $47,573.77
•Scholarships awarded:

$401,250 to 73 students
•Grown from a one-year to 

a three-year scholarship

•Anticipated scholarships: 
$1,040,270 to more than 
130 students

•Will grow to a four-year 
scholarship
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Investing in the next generation of community builders

One of our newest public-private 
partnerships, our Growing Home Fellowship, 
is investing in our region’s next generation 
of community builders – starting with 18- to 
35-year-olds who work with Appalachian 
Ohio’s K-12 population. 

Launched with 121 fellows, the “Classroom 
to Community Cohort” includes classroom 
educators, student support service 
providers and behavioral and education 
programming partners, representing 29 
of Appalachian Ohio’s 32 counties. In 
exchange for committing to live, work 
and volunteer in the region for five years, 
the fellows receive a financial stipend 
and access to a leadership program that 
includes skill development, mentoring 
and networking. In 2024, these fellows are 
implementing service projects that are 
advancing opportunities across our Pillars of 
Prosperity and our communities.  

Through our Growing Home Fellowship, we 
are deepening our fellows’ commitment 
to community and empowering them to 
lead in ways that span classroom and 
community – all while inspiring the children 
of Appalachia who they serve every day to 
follow in their footsteps. 

Watch our Growing Home Fellowship speakers
The Growing Home Fellowship sees leaders and visionaries across Ohio 
and beyond give their time, expertise and encouragement to our fellows 
– gifts that will inspire all those committed to our communities.
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The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is a community of givers who 
bring together our time, talent and treasure to create opportunities 
and advance sustained transformations across our 32-county region. 
We maximize our impact by investing in local solutions, supporting 
transformative leaders and advancing approaches that are 
collaborative, holistic, evidence-based and sustainable.

15 Affiliate Foundations
(including the region-
wide African American 
Community Fund and 14 
geographic affiliates)

111 Growing Home Fellows
currently serving across 29 of 
our 32 counties.

Together with our community of givers, we advance opportunities 
across five funding areas, known as our Pillars of Prosperity.

Our investments improve health, create educational opportunities, 
advance economic development and environmental stewardship, 
and provide access to arts and cultural experiences.

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION 
FOR APPALACHIAN OHIO

OUR MISSION

OUR COMMUNITY

OUR PILLARS OF PROSPERITY

info@ffao.org | 740.753.1111 | www.AppalachianOhio.org  

OUR IMPACT

STAY IN TOUCH!

Foundation for Appalachian Ohio

Foundation for Appalachian Ohio

@FDNforappalachianohio

Follow us on social media to learn more 
about our work in Appalachian Ohio.

OUR VISION

We seek to unleash 
the potential within 
Appalachian Ohio by 
growing and leveraging 
gifts that advance 
sustained transformation.

Flourishing people and 
flourishing communities, 
today and in perpetuity

1,550+ grants, 
scholarships and 
fellowships totaling 
$9.5 million awarded 
in 2023

700+ donor-
established funds 

$133 million in 
charitable assets 

“A gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia 
Fund has allowed us to help children 
access opportunities they might not 
otherwise have had, and help children 
have positive experiences and 
develop a more positive self-image.”
 – Tom Hodson

Through the IRA charitable rollover, Jan and Tom Hodson are 
supporting our region’s greatest needs and opportunities. 
Learn more at www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report

Stay tuned: I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund initiatives 
underway or coming soon

Vision: For the citizens of Appalachian Ohio to live 
in a region abundant with possibilities.Mission: To create opportunities for Appalachian 

Ohio’s citizens and communities by 
inspiring and supporting philanthropy.

Our impact in 2019

Since 2010, FAO has awarded more than 2,850 scholarships. 
Every recipient has a story. Here’s one.

I’m A Child of Appalachia Fund donor spotlight

SCHOLARSHIPS

GRANTS

$516,429 awarded through 
592 scholarships.

Our partnership with First Book 
matches educators with books for 
the children they serve. Here’s some 
of what we’ve made possible:

34,000 students with greater 
access to high-quality classroom 
supplies, books, and other resources

1,010 books distributed through five 
summer meal sites to support children 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

300 social-emotional learning book kits 
distributed to educators working with 
students who have experienced trauma

Opening doors of opportunity for the Children of Appalachia

I’m a Child of Appalachia® 
Fund project spotlight

$420,000
awarded through 
emergency response 
partnerships and grants

151
nonprofits received support 
from our Emergency 
Response Fund to connect 
people with food, cleaning 
supplies, personal protective 
equipment, telehealth, 
childcare, and much more.

With COVID-19 as an 
opportunity to act 
on the digital divide 

in Appalachian Ohio, here’s 
what we’ve accomplished 
so far through I’m a Child of 
Appalachia Fund partnerships:

Our emergency response to COVID-19

Terry and Susie Conner sought to honor 
their beloved teacher, Lee Beckett. They 
established the Lee Beckett Legacy 
Scholarship Fund to support graduates of 
the district where Lee first inspired them, now 
Nelsonville-York.

2013 scholarship recipient, Alicia Carter, 
recently returned to Nelsonville-York as an 
educator to continue Lee’s legacy of inspiring 
students. Read more at: 
www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report.

14 WIFI access points to schools 
and community organizations 
(with more to come!)

390 hotspots to libraries

1 investment in broadband 
research and advocacy

FUNDS

 49
new funds 
were created

The Ohio Legislature invested in FAO to match donor investments.

The African American Community Fund was 
founded by and for the Black community as one 
way to create opportunities for African Americans 
in Appalachian Ohio.

 12,400 
donors gave and had 
their gifts matched

 $5.6 million 
was raised to match the 
State’s investment

61
nonprofits grew 
endowments

 12 
communities grew 
grantmaking funds, 
including the new 
Highland County 
Community Fund

The Joe Burrow Hunger Relief Fund was created to 
support the Athens County Food Pantry, building 
upon the generosity Joe Burrow inspired during his 
Heisman speech.

The Meigs County Community Fund matched 
$300,000 in new gifts – meaning $24,000 more in 
grants each and every year for Meigs County!

Three examples of what the match made possible:From July 2019 through June 2020:

$1.54 million 
awarded through 

289 grants 
across our Pillars 

of Prosperity

Arts & Culture:  $78,805

Community & Economic 
Development:  $258,246

Environmental 
Stewardship:  $40,128

Health & Human 
Services:  $317,583

Education:  $352,454 

and $496,584 in iBelieve 
programming support!

500 FAO funds advanced 
their charitable goals.

Youth resiliency: 
Ensuring youth are 
resilient, supported, 
and encouraged

Vision: Helping students 
succeed in the classroom 
and beyond through 
glasses and vision care

Environmental stewardship: 
Grant awards to help 
people access nature

Youth-led prevention: 
Empowering youth to 
lead local substance-
use prevention

Thanks to the match opportunity made possible by the Ohio 
Legislature, your gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar while matching funds last.

Double your gift

Cause Connector: 
A new online tool 
empowering donors to 
easily identify programs 
that need support today

Civics Education: 
Educating and equipping 
strong citizens with our 
K-12 schools
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GROWING HOME 
FELLOWSHIP GATHERING

From Classroom to Community

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio is a community of givers who 
bring together our time, talent, and treasure to create opportunities 
and advance sustained transformations across our 32-county 
region. We maximize our impact by investing in local solutions, 
supporting transformative leaders, and advancing approaches that 
are collaborative, holistic, evidence-based, and sustainable.

Together with our community of givers, we advance lasting 
change across five areas that increase quality of life, known as 
our Pillars of Prosperity.

Our investments improve health, create educational opportunities, 
advance economic development and environmental 
stewardship, and provide access to arts and cultural experiences.

Saturday, April 15, 2023 | Nelsonville, Ohio | Stuart’s Opera House

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION 
FOR APPALACHIAN OHIO

OUR MISSION

OUR COMMUNITY

15 Affiliate Foundations 
(Including the region-
wide African American 
Community Fund and 14 
geographic affiliates)

= County with one or more 
Growing Home Fellow(s)

= Affiliate Foundation

121 Growing Home Fellows
(Including 60 attracted 
to the region and 61 who 
already live here)

OUR PILLARS OF PROSPERITY
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OUR IMPACT

OUR VISION

We seek to unleash 
the potential within 

Appalachian Ohio by 
growing and leveraging 

gifts that advance 
sustained transformation.

Appalachian Ohio is 
abundant in possibility 

for all who call our region 
home, today and into 

perpetuity.

1,178 grants and 
scholarships totaling 

nearly $5 million 
awarded in 2022 

600 donor-established 
funds 

Nearly $100 million 
in charitable assets 

“A gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia
Fund has allowed us to help children 
access opportunities they might not 
otherwise have had, and help children 
have positive experiences and
develop a more positive self-image.”
 – Tom Hodson

Through the IRA charitable rollover, Jan and Tom Hodson are 
supporting our region’s greatest needs and opportunities. 
Learn more at www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report

Stay tuned: I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund initiatives 
underway or coming soon

Vision: For the citizens of Appalachian Ohio to live 
in a region abundant with possibilities.Mission: To create opportunities for Appalachian 

Ohio’s citizens and communities by 
inspiring and supporting philanthropy.

Our impact in 2019

Since 2010, FAO has awarded more than 2,850 scholarships. 
Every recipient has a story. Here’s one.
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$516,429 awarded through
592 scholarships.

Our partnership with First Book 
matches educators with books for 
the children they serve. Here’s some 
of what we’ve made possible:

34,000 students with greater 
access to high-quality classroom 
supplies, books, and other resources

1,010 books distributed through five 
summer meal sites to support children 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

300 social-emotional learning book kits 
distributed to educators working with 
students who have experienced trauma

Opening doors of opportunity for the Children of Appalachia
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on the digital divide 
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so far through I’m a Child of 
Appalachia Fund partnerships:

Our emergency response to COVID-19

Terry and Susie Conner sought to honor 
their beloved teacher, Lee Beckett. They 
established the Lee Beckett Legacy 
Scholarship Fund to support graduates of 
the district where Lee first inspired them, now 
Nelsonville-York.

2013 scholarship recipient, Alicia Carter, 
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educator to continue Lee’s legacy of inspiring 
students. Read more at: 
www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report.
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new funds 
were created

The Ohio Legislature invested in FAO to match donor investments.

The African American Community Fund was
founded by and for the Black community as one 
way to create opportunities for African Americans 
in Appalachian Ohio.

 12,400 
donors gave and had 
their gifts matched

 $5.6 million 
was raised to match the 
State’s investment

61
nonprofits grew 
endowments

 12
communities grew
grantmaking funds,
including the new 
Highland County 
Community Fund

The Joe Burrow Hunger Relief Fund was created to 
support the Athens County Food Pantry, building 
upon the generosity Joe Burrow inspired during his 
Heisman speech.

The Meigs County Community Fund matched 
$300,000 in new gifts – meaning $24,000 more in 
grants each and every year for Meigs County!

Three examples of what the match made possible:From July 2019 through June 2020:

$1.54 million
awarded through

289 grants
across our Pillars 

of Prosperity

Arts & Culture: $78,805

Community & Economic 
Development: $258,246

Environmental
Stewardship: $40,128

Health & Human 
Services: $317,583

Education: $352,454

and $496,584 in iBelieve 
programming support!
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their charitable goals.

Youth resiliency:
Ensuring youth are 
resilient, supported,
and encouraged

Vision: Helping students 
succeed in the classroom 
and beyond through 
glasses and vision care

Environmental stewardship:
Grant awards to help 
people access nature

Youth-led prevention: 
Empowering youth to 
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Thanks to the match opportunity made possible by the Ohio 
Legislature, your gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar while matching funds last.
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Cause Connector:
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K-12 schools
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Three examples of what the match made possible:From July 2019 through June 2020:

$1.54 million
awarded through

289 grants
across our Pillars 

of Prosperity

Arts & Culture: $78,805

Community & Economic 
Development: $258,246

Environmental
Stewardship: $40,128

Health & Human 
Services: $317,583

Education: $352,454

and $496,584 in iBelieve 
programming support!

500 FAO funds advanced 
their charitable goals.

Youth resiliency:
Ensuring youth are 
resilient, supported,
and encouraged

Vision: Helping students 
succeed in the classroom 
and beyond through 
glasses and vision care

Environmental stewardship:
Grant awards to help 
people access nature

Youth-led prevention: 
Empowering youth to 
lead local substance-
use prevention

Thanks to the match opportunity made possible by the Ohio 
Legislature, your gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar while matching funds last.

Double your gift

Cause Connector:
A new online tool 
empowering donors to 
easily identify programs 
that need support today

Civics Education:
Educating and equipping 
strong citizens with our 
K-12 schools

Growing Home Fellowship

A Program of the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio


