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Mighty oaks from little acorns grow. 

That proverb traces its roots back to 14th-century England, yet it 
couldn’t be more relevant to FAO today. 

Over the past 25 years, the acorns planted by our visionary 
founders and nurtured by our community of givers have grown to: 

•	 $133 million in charitable assets and more than 700 funds;
•	 16,000 grants and scholarships totaling $43 million; and
•	 All 32 counties supported by a local foundation. 

Because of your generosity, hundreds of thousands of 
Appalachian Ohioans have experienced opportunities previously 
unavailable to them.  

The best way to celebrate a past this impactful is to create a 
future vision equally transformative – and we’ve done just that. 
We invite you to learn more through the QR code below or by 
visiting our new website: www.AppalachianOhio.org.    

There, you can read about the work of our 15 affiliate foundation 
partners, learn how next-generation leaders are serving their 
communities and review the ambitious goals of our Friends 
of FAO, which is advancing flourishing today while we build 
endowment to support well-being in perpetuity.  

Thank you for all you do to create opportunities for the people 
and communities of Appalachian Ohio! We are forever grateful.

Young leaders are essential to flourishing 
communities. Our Growing Home Fellowship 
has recruited and retained 100+ young 
leaders and given them a stake in the 
future of our region as the next generation 
of community builders and leaders. In 2024, 
the fellows began implementing service 
projects across our communities. Some are 
serving in existing organizations, supporting 
80+ local governments, nonprofits and civic 
organizations. Others are leading start-up 
projects, including the new Appalachian 
Literary Arts & Storytelling Festival. Thanks to the generosity of donors, 
we launched a pitch competition in 2024 through which fellows 
secured funding for their service projects and gained fundraising skills 
for future success.

Through an investment from our Arts 
and Culture Pillar of Prosperity, a 
new nonprofit is receiving support to 
grow and serve children throughout 
Appalachian Ohio. The Crafty Bus 
was started by a visionary mother 
of three who transformed an 
old school bus into a mobile arts 
experience for children. The Crafty 
Bus brings arts and music activities 
to children who otherwise might not 
have access to such opportunities 
while building stronger and more 
connected communities through the 
joy of creative expression. The coming 
year will see the Crafty Bus visit 
communities across the region.

A new science camp. Habitat restoration for 
endangered species. A study to determine 
whether dredge material from our region’s 
inland lakes is suitable for application on 
reclaimed coal mine lands. 

Those are just some of the projects that 
received new funding in 2024 to advance 
conservation, environmental stewardship and 
the greater well-being of our region. It’s all 
thanks to a transformative $5 million gift and partnership with the 
Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District and others, including 
Nicolozakes Trucking & Construction Inc., Ohio CAT and American 
Electric Power, who helped to establish our Environmental 
Stewardship Pillar of Prosperity. Collective giving has grown our 
Environmental Stewardship Pillar to the level where we are able to 
make funding like this available across our region annually.

Cara Dingus Brook
President & CEO

Our mission Our vision
Unleashing the collective potential within Appalachian Ohio by 
encouraging and supporting philanthropy.

Flourishing people and flourishing communities, today and 
in perpetuity.

Ronald Strickmaker
Board Chair

2024 Impact: Mapping your generosity

Answering the call to lead and serve Connecting community through the joy of art 

A historic investment in our environment and well-being 

Your generosity in action in 2024

View our Growing Home Fellowship Impact Report 
and read about the fellows serving in your community. 

Read about our future vision for advancing a Flourishing 
Appalachian Ohio.

Read about the $160,000+ awarded in environmental 
stewardship fellowships and community, innovation and 
research grants. 

More than 150 children enjoyed 
art and music activities through 
the Crafty Bus – and received 
take-home art kits – during the 
Morgan Community Fund’s 2024 
holiday event.

that will be served through Gov. Mike DeWine’s and state 
legislators’ commitment to expand the mobile vision clinic 
FAO helped to start

of meat donated for families in Athens, Gallia, Harrison, 
Hocking, Perry and Vinton counties through our local affiliate 
foundation partners, with support from Columbia Gas, 
NiSource Charitable Foundation and Paycor

in grants, scholarships and fellowships  

88 counties

24,600 pounds

$6+ million awarded$

Affiliate Foundations Youth-Led GrantsGrant Recipients

Scholarship Recipients AACF Grants First Book Registrations Mobile Vision Clinic Visits

Growing Home Fellows

Youth-led grants

African American Community Fund grants

Affiliate foundations, including the region-
wide African American Community Fund

Counties with First Book registrations Counties visited by mobile vision clinic, covering 
29 school districts and summer program sites

Grants given overall

Scholarships awarded

Counties with Growing Home Fellows

15 

9

15

32 13

878

648

29

“A gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia 
Fund has allowed us to help children 
access opportunities they might not 
otherwise have had, and help children 
have positive experiences and 
develop a more positive self-image.”
 – Tom Hodson

Through the IRA charitable rollover, Jan and Tom Hodson are 
supporting our region’s greatest needs and opportunities. 
Learn more at www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report

Stay tuned: I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund initiatives 
underway or coming soon

Vision: For the citizens of Appalachian Ohio to live 
in a region abundant with possibilities.Mission: To create opportunities for Appalachian 

Ohio’s citizens and communities by 
inspiring and supporting philanthropy.

Our impact in 2019

Since 2010, FAO has awarded more than 2,850 scholarships. 
Every recipient has a story. Here’s one.

I’m A Child of Appalachia Fund donor spotlight

SCHOLARSHIPS

GRANTS

$516,429 awarded through 
592 scholarships.

Our partnership with First Book 
matches educators with books for 
the children they serve. Here’s some 
of what we’ve made possible:

34,000 students with greater 
access to high-quality classroom 
supplies, books, and other resources

1,010 books distributed through five 
summer meal sites to support children 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

300 social-emotional learning book kits 
distributed to educators working with 
students who have experienced trauma

Opening doors of opportunity for the Children of Appalachia

I’m a Child of Appalachia® 
Fund project spotlight

$420,000
awarded through 
emergency response 
partnerships and grants

151
nonprofits received support 
from our Emergency 
Response Fund to connect 
people with food, cleaning 
supplies, personal protective 
equipment, telehealth, 
childcare, and much more.

With COVID-19 as an 
opportunity to act 
on the digital divide 

in Appalachian Ohio, here’s 
what we’ve accomplished 
so far through I’m a Child of 
Appalachia Fund partnerships:

Our emergency response to COVID-19

Terry and Susie Conner sought to honor 
their beloved teacher, Lee Beckett. They 
established the Lee Beckett Legacy 
Scholarship Fund to support graduates of 
the district where Lee first inspired them, now 
Nelsonville-York.

2013 scholarship recipient, Alicia Carter, 
recently returned to Nelsonville-York as an 
educator to continue Lee’s legacy of inspiring 
students. Read more at: 
www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report.

14 WIFI access points to schools 
and community organizations 
(with more to come!)

390 hotspots to libraries

1 investment in broadband 
research and advocacy

FUNDS

 49
new funds 
were created

The Ohio Legislature invested in FAO to match donor investments.

The African American Community Fund was 
founded by and for the Black community as one 
way to create opportunities for African Americans 
in Appalachian Ohio.

 12,400 
donors gave and had 
their gifts matched

 $5.6 million 
was raised to match the 
State’s investment

61
nonprofits grew 
endowments

 12 
communities grew 
grantmaking funds, 
including the new 
Highland County 
Community Fund

The Joe Burrow Hunger Relief Fund was created to 
support the Athens County Food Pantry, building 
upon the generosity Joe Burrow inspired during his 
Heisman speech.

The Meigs County Community Fund matched 
$300,000 in new gifts – meaning $24,000 more in 
grants each and every year for Meigs County!

Three examples of what the match made possible:From July 2019 through June 2020:

$1.54 million 
awarded through 

289 grants 
across our Pillars 

of Prosperity

Arts & Culture:  $78,805

Community & Economic 
Development:  $258,246

Environmental 
Stewardship:  $40,128

Health & Human 
Services:  $317,583

Education:  $352,454 

and $496,584 in iBelieve 
programming support!

500 FAO funds advanced 
their charitable goals.

Youth resiliency: 
Ensuring youth are 
resilient, supported, 
and encouraged

Vision: Helping students 
succeed in the classroom 
and beyond through 
glasses and vision care

Environmental stewardship: 
Grant awards to help 
people access nature

Youth-led prevention: 
Empowering youth to 
lead local substance-
use prevention

Thanks to the match opportunity made possible by the Ohio 
Legislature, your gift to the I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar while matching funds last.

Double your gift

Cause Connector: 
A new online tool 
empowering donors to 
easily identify programs 
that need support today

Civics Education: 
Educating and equipping 
strong citizens with our 
K-12 schools
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Learn more at www.AppalachianOhio.org/2019Report

Stay tuned: I’m a Child of Appalachia Fund initiatives 
underway or coming soon
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Mayor of Somerset. Dreamer. Doer. Innovator. Inspirer. 

Thomas H. Johnson III taught us one 
person really can make a difference, 
today and for years to come. His 
legacy at FAO includes co-founder of 
the Community Foundation for Perry 
County (CFPC), collaborator in our goal 
to ensure every county in Appalachian 
Ohio is supported by a local foundation, 
changemaker who helped secure 
funding to launch our Growing Home 
Fellowship and one of the region’s 
greatest champions.

His unparalleled life of giving lives on in 
the countless investments he brought into his community and across 
Appalachian Ohio, the community resources he inspired and his 
thoughtfully crafted planned gift, which, through CFPC and FAO, will 
support nine organizations he started or served. 

For all of this and so much more, we are honoring Tom posthumously 
with our Child of Appalachia® Award.

info@ffao.org | 740.753.1111 | www.AppalachianOhio.org | 35 Public Square, Nelsonville, OH 45764

• African American Community Fund
• Gallia Community Foundation
• Guernsey County Foundation
• Harrison County Community Foundation
• Highland County Community Fund
• Hocking County Community Fund
• Jackson County Community Foundation
• Lawrence County Community Foundation

• Meigs County Foundation
• Monroe County Community Foundation
• Morgan Community Fund
• Nelsonville Community Foundation
• Noble County Community Foundation
• Community Foundation for Perry County
• Vinton County Community Fund

Our affiliate foundation partners

An unparalleled life of giving lives on
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2024 FAO financials

2024 grants by pillar

Net asset and grantmaking growth

Assets Grantmaking

Education: $1,984,810

$6+ million
awarded across our 
Pillars of Prosperity

Arts & Culture: $406,575

Community & Economic 
Development: $1,547,443

Environmental Stewardship: $405,288

Health & Human Services: $1,668,100

$4.9M $6.9M $6.4M $9.5M $6M

2020
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$140M

2021 2022 2023 2024

Hear the words of wisdom and encouragement Tom shared with 
our Growing Home Fellows during their inaugural gathering.

Tom’s impact spanned his native Perry 
County, our region and state. He is 
pictured with (from left) Tony Fiore, 
CPFC president; FAO’s Cara Dingus 
Brook; Ohio First Lady Fran and Gov. 
Mike DeWine; and Sherri Simons, FAO 
director of outreach.




